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t NSAARSY(1Qa aSaal 3S

Sincemylad daaSaal 3S¢ G(@ingYs&u¥thiSysadt | havy a nurdld@itedsto report. Last winter we
embarked on a project to interest young people of high school age in forest history by establishing one or more essay
contests on the subjectTwo municipalities, Simcoe County and York Regigreed to participate, with Simcoe County
choosing to have the contest in the first part of this year and York Region the latter pddrtudately, largely due to

thed 62N G2 NHzZE S¢ Ay {,kEprajest O Bighéde Chbintyalofed.2 B SHEARASY QY LI S
report that the project in York Region is proceeding and vo& forward to positive resultsext gring.

Next year the Society will be enterirtg fifth year and while we have general statements af mission and objectives

your Directors raalized hat the organization must look to the future and assess how we may fr@ceed keeping in

mind theexperience and lessons from oiarmative years.To this end during the past months the directors have been
preparingand revising@NJ Fd { 0N} 0S3IAO0 tfFyyAy3d tNRLRAlIT G6KAOK gAf
GAGK | @ASg (G2 LINBaSydalrdaiazy +d GKS {20ASdeéeqQa Fyydat
meeting and | hope that as many members as pbieswill attend.

¢tKS {20ASieQa | 0O02YLX AaKYSyida NS SyGANBfe (KS NBA&dz i
the editor of this journal, Sherry Hamblyho has madehe publicationreach amuch wider audience than just our
members. For this we are grateful for the excellent and informative articles submitted by members antembers

alike.

Each year | have been able to report on one or more collections thé8doeety, through its memberksasbeen able to
haveplacedin an appropriate archiveMost recently, Professor Mark Kuhlberg has tia@ materialof the Turnbull

family placed in the University of Toronto ArchiveBothJohn Turnbull (2T2) and his son Norman (4T9) were foresters.
Further, Mark has had the cogi@f the KVP Company magazine placed in the Espanola Library.

Just prior to my writing this message | had the pleasure of representing the Society at the 125th Anniversary of the
Ontario Historical Society, held in theA S dzii Sy I y (quafezs@SU$IEF @A A t | NJ L Odieyg 2yt
may have the pleasure etlebrating similarlyn the future.

This will bemy last nessage to the membership as Chairman. It has been reasrding to me to have beenvolved
inthe® OA S e Qa SHSR SbiEastizieHal eatity five Septemlmago in 2009 | feel as if | werés midwife!
As Past Chair | hope to remain very active in supportingntipertant work of the Society.

With best wishes to all for the Holiday Season and the Newafehlooking forward to seeing as many as possible at
our Annual Meetingon February 20, 2014t the Nottawasaga Inn, Alliston.

Ken Armson RF
Chair, Forest History Society of Ontario



ORAU2NRAa asSaal 3s

Well, late again! Part of the reason is the lingering | did in my garden this fall, putting off
until I could no longer, starting the editing process. | was well on my way to finishing the
May journal in late November when | received an article on the histifirthe Ontario Forest
L@yl Ranger School (OFRS). Eventually the author (Lisa Harrison) and | decided to collaborate on
PRy Jid this articleq a couple of veeks later here we arel learned lots about the OFRS along the
Decerale Yoo way. This history piece is nicely balancedhgyone by Jim Baker and Will Samis, both of
Ay Seasel whom attended the OFRS in the mid to late 60s. It is interesting how other articles tie into
Uagy Warm®Special the OFRS history theegt WA Y wdzE (i 2y | yh&Foredt Bangk@s Fodréagdets W ¢
U e TR ! who can add more history, dier through their own ®ries or information they haven the
.‘_-° oo o " d place or people who attended, please let me know. When | first googled the school, the
i ey names of people who had attended there kept poppingcupachers, town councillors,
consultants. It habBad quite an impact on the learning experience of many. | was one of
them, as you will see later!

| was so pleased to receive an article on Carl E. Atwood. He was a professor of mine during my first year altfdredtniversity

of Toronta He hadan awesome reputation regarding his knowleddte was a namnonsense professor, but had a soft spot &or

fellow student, Eric Astley, (who had worked for him as a student). My whole class came to detest Eric that sessionbecause
Professol (i ¢ 2 2 Rsfadt, glddngeferencesto him!lwasdzy I 4 NBX dzyGAf GKA& | NLAOESs 27
rich history working in the bush. | am sorry to report that Dr. Gordon Howse, thatbor of the article on Dr. Atwood, had a bad

fall this autumn and was in hospital for some time. | understand he is now back in Sault Ste Marie and recovering. Dr. Howse and
talked about other possible articles related to the history of pest management in Oraadid, look forward to pursuing those
articleswith him.

¢ K | vih& Ereally like about this work | meet so many nicand interestingpeople, mostly over emaiand we chat away over the
period of the editing process. But sometimes | get the chance to meet folks in person. Bill Hutchinsorhvpesssang, at 83 years

of age he looks and acts much youngend still does hard physical labour on his large plantations, as you will read about later in
this issue. | enjoyed our day in his plantations and woodlot very much.

The heavy rains in Toramthis summer caused the end of anioptil KS Y I LX S GNBS GKFG AyaLIANBR i
Science sayhat climate change is the cause for the increase in wild storms that we have been getting. RichardvKeesws a

family sawmilling buisess anchas kindly writterabout it inan article for us, comments on the effects of climate change on his
business. Loss and chantfee stuff of history

LQY alR (2 1y26 20dNIJ T/ KAESAYNI I TNONI 20yK S LI & F2dz2NJ @SIENRX Aa adatly
that gave impetus to the formation d¢fie Societyand moved it forward Over the past five years Ken has built strong ties to the
Ontario Historical &iety, negotiated agreements for shared memberships with the Ontario Forestry Association and the Ontario
Woodlot Owners Association, wrote articles, interacted with the Forest History Society of the United States, heartilwdnd hea
supported the foresinventory display at the Bushplane Museum in Sault Ste. Marie and convinced two school boards to hold essay
contests related to local forest history. He held regular meetings, suffered through my innumerable questions aboutoidsus

and scanned th journal for errors before ivaspublished. And hdid all of this with his usual smiléntelligenceand unending

cheerines® 2SS gAff YAda e2dz YSYy la 2dz2NJ £ SFRSNJ YR 2dzNJ Ay aLhA NB

And thank you, Ken, for your kind comments about my work for the Sogititgy are much appreciated.

And finally¢ remember everyoneg send me an email!

WeAa GKS 1 2f ARFe {SlFaz2yH {AG oFO1 YR NXBdvénjnel yR Syazeée &2
Sherry

Sherry Hambly MScF



A Tribute to Our Chaic Ken Armson

YSY I NXaz2ys CANEIG-KNDBEA RV

C2NJ YSZ Ay (GKA& S Nthreeypes of haméstthatiinL d 5 ¢
up on that little screen that sits at the top of the telephon®ne type is

Gt NAQGFGS /£t SNECKRNIS/AYVIE NI | RAWRS
because | think they are salespeople or other annoyan@ég second type

Ada LIS2LX S 4K2aS yIFYS L NBO23mRIT S 06«
2dza i R2y QUButfossef wheni fpdk at Ahat tiitte ecdeen and see
aY! wa{ h b gher@séems io hedsdme strange, cosmic force that

makes me pick up that phonéAnd then when that distinctive and animated
@2A0S aleéeasx al Stft2 aAlST GKAA Aa Y
have caller i.d.) then, ladies and gentlemen, if you are even part hyman

are hooked...You will be the proverbigdutty in Ken Arma 2 y Q& .. FAy 3S

Not that what Ken Armson will ask you will be that terrible or outrageous...
LiQa 2dzad dKIFIGd ¢gKFEG FNRY gKIOG Ylye
from Ken sounds li&ka somewhat magical adventureAn adventurehat

will add not only something to this world, but will help the famgscause

FYR gAft .. Séirwadwhen dfifstggptihat call in 2010, when Ken said he knew | was interested in
forest history and that maybe, just mayHdewnould be interestd in helping form a forest history society for
Ontario because after all the Ulsastheirsand so does Quebewe think etc etc. And all this from the man
whom | had always respected as the last readvncial Forester for Ontario. The last greatails professor

from the Faculty of Forestry, U of TA man who graduated from the Faculty in (y&951and who is for all

who know him... A (I know he will hate this) Living Legend.

And when he said he wanted to create and work on this new organizatith me by his side, it was as if | was
a young rookie being chosen to be on the same line by Gordy Howe (come to think of it, there is a
resemblance to..). But | digress.

Ken Armson, thank you for having the idea, the energy and the personalitgdtedhe Forest History Society

of Ontaria Thank you for being so personable, so organized, so thorough and such a pleasure to work with
hope that without you at the Helm we can continue the good work that you have so wonderfully stamed
pleasedonotworry ¢ KS ySEG GAYS L &aS8S ( Keélil dervainlygick inup.é 2y G |

Michael Rosen, RP



The Ontario Forest Ranger School

By Lisa Harrison and Sherry Hambly

By the late 18808 SPS NI f KdzAS FANBa KIFIR RSl a{@rF=
forested lands. To combat the destruction caused by these fires the government|[=" %
enacted its first forest fire legislation in 1878, began using it in 1885 and appointel™
the first fire ramgers to safeguard unlicensed Crown land in 18&ver time rangers [ 4%
became employed in a wider range of duties beyond firefighting, including scaling:
timber work, cruising, etc., with an increasing use of technical equipﬁ1ent.

Training for ranger st&fvas limited and was primarily obtained through-tie -job
experience. Up to the 1940s North American efforts on forestry education were | o
focused on the university level with little interest in the development of technical & . : :

type schools, although they WEIWG” advanced in other countries. By 1945, there was only one forest ranger school in Canada

[ Q; 02t S8 C2NBaliAsSNBsE Saidl of a & RUbStRe rdalizationdvasgrovang foritie Seed/tditnge Halter D 2 & ¢
trainedfieldstaﬁ. IN1920r.CP | 246S3 5SSy 2F GKS ! YyAGSNEAGE 2F ¢2NRydG2Qa
Commission on University Finances, noted the need for better educated forestry staff and listed development of a forest range
school asone ofthefdef (1@ Q& F2dz2NJ 1 S& NBO2 Y Y $he Rhtaiid Forgsiry Board, diedtsd bytBepiovingedin 2
1927, also recommended that the government develop a school to train forest rangers in technical aspects of theiPeterk.

McEwen, an Ontario épartment of Lands and Forests (ODLF) regional forester, expanded on the concept in his 1943 paper titled
GC2NBald CANB -2thNB MSK A02AYE AAGYE (it AZ23yTE D Ly GKA& LI LISNI KS NBEO2YY
soldiers that wouldeventually become permanefitJ.C.W. Irwin, céounder of the Clarkrwin Publishing Company, and a ron

LIN OGAaAy3d F2NBAGNER 3IAINIRdzZ S 6K2 (ySe | t2G Fo2dzi GKS 5SLI
looking into the organiz#on of the department in 1937] a thirteehJ2 A y i aSNA S&a 2F NBO2YYSYyRIGAZ2Y
graduate foresters and supplementing them with a larger force of less qualified men trained at a ranger school similan¢o the

later established at ® NE'S (i ® ¢

The Conservative Government of the 1940s finally acted on the need for a forest technical school and, in conjunction with the
University of Toronto (U of T), chose a site on St. Nora Lake. Situated just south of Dorset, about three haastmditoronto,

the impressive collection of administrative, dining and dormitory buildings faced Highway 35 to the west and gave stigyents ea

I 00S&aa G2 / NRgy fFyRa IyR GKS ! 2F ¢ 2NJ a! yAOSNEAGEE C2NB:

In 1944the Honourable Leslie M. Frost, eventual Ontario premier (1949 t01961) but then Treasurer and Minister of Mines, spoke
GAGK | £20Ff ySsaLlh LISNI SRAG2NI o62dz6 PG KS FT2NBad NI y3aISN aO0K:

G¢KS A2BSNYYSy(d oSt A Sdite&onderdtian antl Edfinistrat@riiof durldatiM? res@uikcesiis to be found in
SRAOF A2y 2¢é CNRAG 614 [d20SR Fa alaAy3aoe ! yiit GKSytheNl y3IsT
LINE GAYOS 6AGK ayz2i stits FosBdiistdNe dew schoal Would Bead\id estry Nt the Ontario

Agricultural College in Guelph was to agriculture. Thaet@ setting on St. Nora Lake in Haliburton County was chosen for the
neighbouring 10,000 acres of land that would p8 a i dzRé O2yRAGA2ya a3ISYSNI €& | LXK AC
according to Frost

The ODLF was to manage the new school and the adjoining forest in conjunction with the U of T Faculty of Forestry. M@aLF tech
personnel would lend theisupport to the teaching staff. Faculty of Forestry staff began giving instruction to ODLF ranger personnel

t Ministry of Natural Resources 2013. Aviation, Forest Fire and Emergency SedfaesHistory and Facts About Firéccessed 11/29/13
http://www.mnr.gov.on.ca/en/Business/AFEM/2ColumnSubPage/STEL02 165822.html

’Richard S. Lambemy Sy S 4 A y 3 b | {TozdidoOThe CGnt@rio Départment of Lands and Forests, 1967) 386.

W2z . © {A&FYEZI 45S8@St2LAY3I ¢ I3OKY§ Ok HfB Wadd Fortedtrg GongreNs IBEP, ¥ AZ1R4 K S wl y
“C.H. HoweReport of Royal Commission on University Finances, Vol. |, Appefithcesto:Printed by Order of the Legislative Assembly of Onthyi€larkson W.
James, 1921) 48,7,accessed 12/04/1https://ia600608.us.archive.org/19/items/universityfincom02onta/universityfincom02onta.pdf

*JW.B Sisanfrorestry Educatioat Toronto(Toronto: University of Toronto Press 1964(),

t o al O96Sys GC2NB&-E | QX WS Kt EEhd ROdinichynciegs3 196 ) 2i88.

"LambertwSy SgAy 3 bl BdINBQa 2SI f (K

8 S CANB wl y 3 S Naitrtop OoragabtaliburténaCyuntii lewNovember 16, 1944,

° Haliburton County New&November 16, 1944.

~2~
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Fa SFINI& +Fad mMdpnod | 26 SOSNE (KS a0K22fQa F2NX¥If I dzyOK &1 2
Orderin-Council (OIC) sétA Y3 2 dzi G KS LidNL}2a$S | yR NB a LR Theépuposd ok thedschdoR asd i K S
a0l G6SR Ay (G4KS hL/ 3= gF+a a2 GNIXAYy SyYLX28S8S8Sa 2F FyR F®aN KS
Toronto, andemployee 2 F F2NBAGd AYyRdZAGINE Ay (GKS t NRPOBAYOS 2F hydl NR?2

Council was established to provide guidance on management matters such as entrance requirements, fees and coursés of study.

Construction of the sabol began in 1944 and classes started formally the following year with Peter McEwen as director. Teaching
staff were appointed and the curriculum approved. Subjects included fire prevention and detection, firefighting, testmg of
firefighting equipmat, experimentation with new firefighting methods, timber scaling, forest management and land
administration'* School construction costs were projected at $250,000 for 10 buildings that would provide living quarters, meals
and classrooms for up to 150 stents from autumn through spring. It was expected that those students would include existing
rangers, forest industry workers, U of T forestry students, prospective rangers and men returning from World War Il who were
interested in forestry occupatiorfﬁ’.

=

~
&\ (0p))

¢ ySg a0Kz22ft YSIyd | FftA0dNI2Yy [/ 2dzy(
NEG2fdziA2y I NBE GSOKyYyAljdz$Sa Ay (GKS FASEF
G¢CKAA aOKz22f YIeé ¢Sttt 0SS GKS T2NBENMzy/y
hy Gl NRA 2 ®¢ that,loke tResdhBoBwassoperating smoothly in its
primary function, teachers from elementary and secondary schools could be
. trained in forest conservation during the summer so they could pass along the
’ﬁl il j“ - importance and methods of conservation to their sends™
RN 1 | -
! = e Under the original agreement, the ODLF would cover capital costs for the school
: while the U of T provided faculty teaching staff to lecture to government
instructors and senior personnel. However, shuttling teaching staff back and

e - forth from Toonto proved too onerous. Eventually the two parties agreed to
L split the cost of a faculty member to manage both the school and the fdfest.

In his report for the fiscal year ending March 31, 1947, the Honourable H.R. Scott, ODLF Minister, reportekitttiataht
SELISYRAGAINBE 6SNB | (0 '%Infachey w@dreNdbublé tEbSef abthe Ktartbkthe iwdr @ighf yéass earlier, in
IANBIF G LI NI RdzS G2 O2aia NBfFGSR (2 NI y3aISN SYLX 2averSeffoittol Yy R
AYLINR @GS GKS JjdzZr t Ade 2F ASNWAOS -WHB VB &parRentEit $420adimaiBtainiaks&soallzi ¢
fire ranger. By 1947 the cost of maintaining ranger labour quality satisfactory for the ranger schooub&tiddCosts for the

school that year totaled more than $320,000 for operations, including staffing (during its tenure the school was a bmeai for |
employment), and for additional construction. A dormitory, dining hall and kitchen and the boileahddgeating plant were

Ff NEFRe& O2YLX SGSzZ FyR a2 F20dza (dzZNYySR (2 O2yaidNHzO0 Aepthe 2 F |
school building and two fire hydrant and hose houses. Receipts attributed directly to the schedistext at $20,000. It was

hoped construction would be completed by the end of 1947.

That same year, the Department of Game and Fisheries was amalgamated with ODLF. Over the next few years the department
supplemented its regular activities by holdingueses for fish and wildlife specialists and overseers, hosting meetings for U of T,
Royal Ontario Museum and school staff, and holding the annual ODLF méefirg.2 NE S ¢ > & GKS a0OKz22f
a field school for Engineering and Arelgiture as well as Forestry students. U of T forestry students attended a Aungtspring

camp at Dorset for many years until the 1970s. It also became an important base from which research was conducted by the
Department of Lands and Forests, the Urafnd the Canada Department of Agricultdfte.

O Mark KuhlbergOne Hundred Rings and Count{figronto: University of Toronto Press, 2009), 131 and 145.
! sisamReport on Ranger Schools
2 Haliburton County New#ovember 16, 1944,
2 bid
“Ibid.
*Mark KuhlbergOne Hundred Rings and Countihgs.
16 Report of The Minister of Lands and Forests of the Province of Ontari@ fBiscal Year Ending March 31, 1@#ifough to March 31, 1951(Toronto: Legislative
lA7ssembly of Ontariopccessed 11/29/1ttps://archive.org/details/reportofminister194751ontauoft
Ibid.
'8 SisamForestry Education at Torontd@s, 83.
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As part of his plan to reorganize the Department of Lands and Forests, Deputy Minister MacDougall, in 1954, asked thW.B. Sisa
Dean of the Faculty of Forestry, University of Toronto, to review the school akd rmcommendations for its development. Sisam,
in his report, noted the lack of industry involvement with the scHdbisam stated that industry supported the Lakehead Technical
Institute for training field forestry personneland saw no value in sending their staff to Dordét. This is a refrain that runs
GKNRdZAK2dzi {Aal YQa 20K SNSisenhadsainstetIhat wiilg thelABVSoryNJoyhdl Siéttegulary argl had
made several recommendations to the ODLF, few, if any, of these recommendations had been acted upon. One such
recommendation was that Lands and Forests pursue an agreement with the DepamirEducation to jointly run the school, with
Education assuming the cost. Another recommendation was that the school should allow entry of students with no prigr forestr
experience [high school graduates], a recommendation that was eventually adcepta presentation to a legislative committee
Sisam made reference to a government report that stated that sawmill productivity was being reduced by poorly trainedrsperato
and he recommended that the school investigate the development of an opetraiaing course. His recommendation was not
implemented?®

In the 1949/1950 fiscal year, Scott reported that 45 students had attended the school and 41 haf
successfully completed the courses and qualified for the diploma. By the 1950/1951 fisc42 year |
graduates brought the total to 237 technical personnel with OFRS diplomas and the school was|
G2 08 &7Tdzy Ol A*2ByA96@ 800 Ben Bdd hihdGered foén the scHddy 1965 the
school was showing $122,240 in attributed receipts vef2i5,195 in expenditure2§.

As early as 1947 the ODLF had foreseen that Canadian vocational schools would be a means t
provide properly trained personnel to make up for the loss of qualified administrative staff
experienced during the war yeafs.However, vocational schools also began to make inroads into
forestry-related training, reducing the need for the OFRS. In the 1960s, community colleges wel
taking their toll on enrolment and aerial fire detection was rendering ranger patrols and tdesss
important. The forestry industry had never truly become involved with the school through sendir
their staff for training, and Fleming College in Peterborough had established its forest technicia //,,
training program. The OFRS was renamed the Orfaniest Technical School in 1966 and continu

to operate as a forest management training school but with a broader curriculum in natural reSources
management®

An overnight program called Junior Forest Randatsr(calledJunior Rangers) provided natlirasources stewardship training for
teens. CBC Television based its first colour show on this popular concept. The fictional Forest Rangers adventuszlSesims ai
1963 to 1965, gaining popularity as far away as Norway and Austtalia.

At about that same time, protests over logging in Algonquin Park drew Leslie Frost back to his concept of the school as a public
education centre. As Premier, Frost had developed a new parks policy that involved Algonquin Park and he was tappéueto chair
Algonqun Park Advisory Committee on the logging controversy. The committee released its findings in 1971. Among them was a
recommendation to establish a demonstration centre that could provide public education on essential natural resource
management to help tb public better understand the practice of logging in the park.

¥ sisamReport on Ranger Schools

®The Forestry Chroni¢l#948, 24(2): 152, 10News and Notes, New Vocational Instruction at Lakehead Technical Insiifaénstitute was created by OIC in 1946
to provide technical training opportunities in the northrepart of the province. Its focus was forestry and mining. Entry requirements were grade 15 tength
was two years.

# sisamReport on Ranger SchoosA 3 YQa mdpn NI LI2 Ndonelranyttielfokeyt induétny @prdsdrtiti®e/oR the isory Council and one from
the Ontario Forest Industries Association. Both suggest that course changes are needed for industry to become intemstéwistaff to OFRS for training.

2 gisam, ina unpublishedeport in 1954 to the Legislative Comiei¢ for Lands and Forests noted that even though the OFRS was the best equipped forest
technical school in North America, forest industry was not interested in sending their staff to the school for traingdisiftérest by industry in sending staff t
iKS a0Kz22f ¢Fa y20SR Ay KAa LNBaSyidlidiazy (G2 GKS 2 2NIIR @IFNKQGRENERfdlee: OGS & & A
Ministry of Natural Resources Library, Peterborough, Ontario)

% sisamReport on RangeBchools

2 Report of The Minister of Lands and Forests of the Province of Ontario for the Fiscal Year Ending MarchtBhudi March 31, 1951]

BPLAalYS 45808t 2LAyY3I ¢ SMEKYAOIE 9RdzOFGAZYy t NRBINI Ya

% GAnnualReport of the Minister of Lands and Fste of the Province ddntariofor the Fiscal Year Ending March 3965 [through to March 31, 1966§Ontario
Department of Lands and Forejtaccessed 11/29/13ttps://archive org/details/reportofminister1965660ontauoft

z Report of The Minister of Lands and Forests of the Province of Ontario for the Fiscal Year Ending MarchtBhuddi March 31, 1951]

% Annual Report of the Minister of Lands and Forests of the Proofr@stariofor the Fiscal Year Endiiarch 31,1965[to March 31, 1966]

PaeKS C2NBalwvagd y TEeIbMsiomvabmessed 12/2/18¢p://www.cbc.ca/75/2011/08/cbesfirst-colour-tv-show. html

%0 George Hamilton, first Director of the Leslie M. Frost Centre for Natural Resources, réérednal Communication, 2013
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hyOS F3FAYyXZ CNRad LINRPOSR (2 06S I @GAaizyl NE dpenedthe formper @ntarioli K S
Forest Ranger School as the Leslie M. Frost NaturalRes Centre.

Meanwhile, the ODLF became the Ontario Ministry of Natural
Resources (OMNR). The OMNR staffed the centre with
education specialists who developed school curricula in
resource management and created professional development
programs for teachers. They algained OMNR staff, helped
support the Ontario Rangers (formerly Junior Rangers) youth
program, and developed weekend programs for special
interest groups such as birdwatchers. Staff numbers ranged
from 35 to 50 year to year, not including summer stutden

The school also had its own forest/resource management staff
responsible for managing the forest lands attached to it (the U
of T had abandoned its timber licence on the area some years
before; at its peak the University Forest totalletbse to

17,000 acre¥). Classes were held in the OFRS administrative
building and demonstrations took place in the surrounding
forest area>>**

Ministry of Ministére des
Natural Richesses
naturelles

Initially the Centre focused on pure sciences such as forestry, biology and fisheries management, but eventually beedotais
blend of sciences with students encouraged to make discoveries for themselves and draw their own coriclusions.

In 1992 OMNR shifted forest/resource management responsibilities to the OMNR office in Minden, effectively marking tii2&entre
decline Over the next decade the OMNR refocused its efforts in resource management from doing to planning and ov&régeing.
refocused agenda and rising costs forced the OMNR-&vatuate its commitment to the site. In 2004, 30 years after the Frost
Centreopened, the OMNR closed it. According to the Ontario Public Service Employees Union (OPSEU), employees received noti
July 6 that the Centre would close July 14, a move that would save the Ministry $1.2 million afinually.

Staff, area residents and Ceitr A aA 1 2NE LINRPGSAGSR f2dzRt& i GKS aAyRSYy hab
Toronto>® OPSEU began a Save the Frost campaign on behalf of its 31 members in the group of 35 affetteRlestaénts had

already created the Friendsf the Frost Centre to combat the closufeAn Operation Perma Frost website was establisled.

Among the many user groups protesting the closure was the American Fisheries Society, which had used the Centre fdr its annua
general meeting since the incéph of the Ontario chaptef®

The province reconsidered, instead issuing a request for proposals for the property. The Friends mounted a proposal but were
outbid by a Toronto businessman and local cottager. The successful bidder launched the Fresin€&totie as an environmental

arts and education summer camp in 2007, but the institute was unable to achievsuffadfency before funds ran out and it closed

AY HAamMnE NBOSNIAYy3 (2 GKS LINRGAYyOSQa Nddw hfdasiructire PritaBFE G | NI

gt NBaSylltdAazy G2 YSYOSNAR 2F GKS hyidl NA2 320 Sddgratibnynithe reyfelval 6f Algofgkis PravihcjahPark S NJ 2
/200138 [ SIaSK2ft Rax hOG20SNE HnncXé t£3A2ylidAy tIFN] wSaARSyida !'3a20Al0A2y3
http://www.algonquinparkresidents.ca/assets/documents/APRA Brief.pdf
32 Mark KuhlbergOne Hundred Rings and Countih@L
% Barrie Martin Personal Communication, 2013.
2: George HamiltonPersonal Communication, 2013
Ibid.
% Barrie Martin,Personal Communicatio2013.
% George Hamilton, Personal Communication, 2013.
% Ontario Public Service Employees Union (OP$ElYe the Frost Campaig®PSEU Online 200&ccessed 12/4/13,
http://www.opseu.org/campaign/fost/whatis.htm.
% Operation Perma Frost, 2004, accessed 12/4Ht8://environmenthaliburton.ca/test/id91.htm
“° OPSEUSave the Frost Campaigr
*' Barrie Martin, Personal Communication, 201
2 Operation Perma Frost 2004.
3 American Fisheries Society, Ontario Chapter, 2004, accessed 12#fd-#www.afs-oc.org/frost.htm
*Barrie Martin, Personal Communication, 2013.
“ Ministry of Infrastricture 2007. Government Approves Frost Centre Leaseessed 12/2/13http://news.ontario.ca/archive/en/2007/03/12/Government
ApprovesFrostCentreLease.html
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http://environmenthaliburton.ca/test/id91.htm
http://www.afs-oc.org/frost.htm
http://news.ontario.ca/archive/en/2007/03/12/Government-Approves-Frost-Centre-Lease.html
http://news.ontario.ca/archive/en/2007/03/12/Government-Approves-Frost-Centre-Lease.html

This yea2013)IO announced the province will split the property, selling aat¢& section along Highway 35 containing the
buildings and transferring the eastern 21 acres to the OMNR.

Though most of théuildings on the property have been empty
F2NJ 8SFNBRZ GKS 2fR &dz2rYSNJI ]
remain in use. The Township of Algonquin Highlands leases
office space in the former kitchen for its water trails and hiking
Nordic ski and snowshoe ttgaiprograms. The township also
LINBASNBSa GKS F2NNSNI G296 SNY
and opens it to winter trail users as a heated shelter and
equipment access poirit.*°

NIJzO (

¢tKS habw NBYS4SR (GKS (2gyaKk
2014, but eded funding for the programs. The ministry also
RAaAO2yGAYydzSR GKS fFad LINBIN
past: the Ontario Rangers and Stewardship Rangers youth
programs merged into the Stewardship Youth Rangers, now g
day progrant’ >* However, the towaship was successful in
OARRAY3I (2 K2aid GUKS ySg LINRE
continued student support for maintenance of more than 64
kilometres of hiking and ski trails as well as other resource work.

The township benefitted from continued usé the buildings and land; according to staff, the trail programs give visitors access to
60,000 acres of Crown land, are among the few provincial trail programs to approach thesbszagoint, and draw visitors from
around the world to contribute to ta local economy?

CNRalQa @QGAarAz2y 2F | Q@GAFL0otS yladaNIf NB&A2dz2NOSa SRdzOF gAzy OS)
renovations would require considerable investment and the centre must operatergead to be sustainableRegardless, the
G26yaKALIQA YdzyAOALIl £ Odzf GdzNI € LI I y> ONBIGSR 2dzad laadkaa &S|
heritage resource and they would like to see the old school resurrected yet Zgain.
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Forest Ranger School Reflections

ByJames Baker and Wilson Samis

Introduction
Ly KAa &SI Nbthe967CHsS &f @nBuSodroresiTechnical Schodlater & TV
The Leslie MFrost Centre), Quimby Hesgho was the Director fromd960to 1967, [z s!,

remarkedd Mmdpc T GAEE  YI NJ yéakrén nypaintiof el YanheH o _»,,.\\"‘f
say this because 1967 marked the completion of a series@éavours over the years to ; E

achieve for the Ontario Forest Technical School the highest possible status from the “Q‘ '
standpoint of training philosophy, instructional techniques and facilities, physical guhah :
environment for staff and students and last it least the selection and molding of the
& (i dzR S y .6l UputiRLB&Y the Ontario Forest Technical School (OFTS) was known ¢
Ontario Forest Ranger Schodlhe name change in 1967 recognized that the school
curriculum was broader than just teaclg forest ranger skills and was probably also changed to be compatible with technical
programs being established at community colleges at that tilndact the 1967 class was the second last class at the scAida

first forestry technician class outie of OFTS was started at Sir Sanford Fleming College in Lindsay in 1968 based on the OF TS mo«
and all forest technician coursesw continue to be taught at selected community colleges in Ontario.

Main classroom building

After 1968, the school continued to be used for coathg education of Department of Lands and Forests staff suitsequently,
Ministry of Natural Resourcé®MNR) staff Theranger schoosite became the Frost Centia 1974to providecontinuing education
coursedor MNR staffas well as a centre for ¢door education for primary and secondary schools in southern Ontditi@ Frost
Centre was closed in 2004 amid shrinking MNR budgets and much contrdversy.

Some History

Beginning in 1945 and until 1967, thmtarioForest Ranger School was the primagirting facility for forest rangensorking for

the Department of Lands and Forests and the forest indugiithough the school was built and opened for classes in 1€z irst
classes were held at Sherwood For€smp in Haliburton in 19424.> Onlytwo other similar schools existed in Canada, one in New
Brunswick and one in Albertd he origins of the school date back to 1921 with the estatesit of a Chief Rangetefion on the
western shore of Lake SNora Ly mdnn G KS | ysAFEcBIyES Faiestry @88 givie? S\IB0Oy/adres @cross the road from
the ranger station to be used for field training and resear€his initial acreage was increased by another 6,000 acres by the
Department of Lands and Forests

With the increasing demand on forest resources after the second world war the Department recognized it was necessarg to updat
knowledge and skills of staff responsible for forest management, forest protection, and fishldlifid \wmwanagement At the same

time there was an unemployed pool of demobilized soldiers who could be employed as forestry waitkess intersecting needs
and opportunities esulted in a recommendation Beter McEwan in a report entitled C 2 NS siPiiote@idn N Poavar

Rehabih G I Gitd tReyCanadian Society of Forest Engineers that a permanent
training facility be establishedvioreoveruntil this time the U of T forestry
students required better accommodations for their field courses at the university
forest so more permanent facilities were greatly desired by both faculty and
students An agreement was signed between the universitg #me government

in June of 1944 and the site chosen was at the ranger station first established in
1921 Peter McEwan participated in the original reconnaissance flight in 1921
that recommended the ranger station be built on the west sideafeSt Nora

so it was no surprise that he recommended the same location forahger

school, andt was immediately adjacent to the university foresh the

agreement the government was responsible for building the facility, hiring staff

Source: Google Maps.

' W. Samised., Ontario Forest Technical School YearbgoR NR y' (i 2 Y v da96y Q& t NA y i SNE

261 AaG2NE 27T O FSstCemM® @ldsurd, SpgratiidPermaigatcessed September 25, 20h8p://environmenthaliburton.ca/test/id91.htm

®Richard SLambert,Renewing I (i dzNB Q& 2N Hi@R v dzSSyQa t NAYGESNI F2N hydF NA2 58LI NIYSyd 2F [ |

‘t® ad94l yI aC2NBaG FOWNBS K INRAGESIOTIARY2 Aéys tRBMNBAGNE / KNRYAOE S mMd 6mM0 OmdnoonyY
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and selecting studentsThe university would use the school for undergraduate and graduate courses, equip the facilities and
provide demonstration site&’

Dormitories, workshops, kitchen and dining hall, staff houaémathouse and sawmill were established between 1945 é8@b1
On-site residential capacity for studentsaw 150 after the completion ofddm 90 in 1966.

Selection of Students
The original list of qualifications of forest @S N& & ( I (i S Ra 4@ KAS@S 5y d&iyiS NESS i
temperandd2 2 R 2dzR3ISYSy ¢

G! LILX AOFyida KIFIR (2 6S my @SINB 2F |3S Ay WIyd
standing or equivalentHowever, mature persons, who have demonstrable academic ability and signifi
work experience, may apply and request speti 02 y & A9RSOWR: (IALBLKEA OF yi KI R

/L OAdGe ¢Saidé +a 6StELhH&ESK) OSYBARSRAORBRBYSERY
employment experience, recommendations from employers, fluency in another language, palyicul FOREST RANGER SCHOOL
French, and the maturity of thought and motivation for apply#ig -

As stated in the prospectus for 1966/67 ¢ KS 202SOGA GBS 2F GKS {OK22f Aa (2 LINRPOAR
will be employed in technical and foremen capgsstin the management and utilization of the renewable natural resour¢asse

who successfully complete the general diploma course are qualified for employment in positions between those at-gidllseimi

level and the professional forester or biolegt® The course was divided into three terms with the first running from January 3rd to
March 18th, the second from April 18th to July 1st, and the third from October 3rd to December 16th

Learning and Life at OFTS

Those of us who were successfullyratied to the course arrived at the school on January 2nd to begin the first term on January

3rd. Although some of our memories of those first few days have been lost in the heavy fog of 46 years one of the statements mad
to us on that first day was thaine third of us would not pass the first ternit began to dawn on us throughout the first term and
OFLYS G2 FdzZt NBIftATIFGAR2Y o6& G(KS SyR 2F GKS GSNXY (mgabletd KS :
live, learn, and therwise happily function in a semi isolated forest environment of deep snow, surrounded by mixed hardwood
forests, frozen lakes, and limited outside entertainmewthether by design or not and we assume the former, we were exposed

and tested to determindf we could happily function in these conditions that in many respects were a surrogate for living conditions
after graduation; an unstated curriculum objectiviglany of thosewho did not make it through first term could not handle the

culture and envirament Indeed, one third of the class failed the first term or withdrew voluntarily

Unlike going to college and/amiversity,we attended classes and/or field projects 8 hours/day including
coffee breaks, lunch and travel time for field exercises and sorbere were no sparesrhe courses were
ONTARIO not intellectually demanding but it was the ability to learn new skills, to famctis a member of a ten, and
i I to adjust to the forestcentricculture that separated those that passed number of field and classroom
‘ |F REST ' projects were completed by foeman crews whose members were assigned alphabeticBMeryone was
”' ‘l assigned to a rooralphabetically with two people per roonso, right off the bat, one had to learn to live
with a complete stranger and learn to work and contribute with members of the crew who met only a few
M ISCHOO% l short days ago
The 1967 student body consisted of men froanass Canada although most were from small town Ontario
1067yearbook In the 1966 class two women attended for the first tilmet in 1967 it was again an -athale bastion Many

of us were from farms diarming communities; and a fewere from urban areas of Torontblamilton,

London, et¢ Over the years between 1959 and 1966, 22 international students from places such as Venezuela, Trinidad, Dominic:
Jamaica, Kenya and the United States attended the S¢hdaes and experience of students were mixed with streiag full time
employees of Lands and Forests sent to the school to upgrade knowledge and skills, some who had a number of years of work
experience in other types of jobs, and some directly out of high school

° History of the Frost Centre.

® Lambert,Renewing NatteQ & 2 $86f i K £

" Ontario Department of Lands and ForesBstario Forest Ranger School 1966Prospectuét 2 NREy 2Y v dz§8Sy Qa t NAYyGSNI F2NJ hyd+ N
1966).

® Ibid.

® SamisOntario Forest Technicathool Yearbook.
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A number of married or neamarried studers traveled home on weekends to
visit girlfriends or fix the kids bikes etmut for those who stayed at school,
entertainment consisted of activities such as ice fishing, snowshoeing, cards,
indoor sports, hockey, and for those with transportation, a highHuntsville

We also did a lot of fishing in the spring term and hunting in the fall terhe
latter included deer hunting before classes started during the opening week g
deer season

The structure of the course over the year ensured that stus@xperienced all
four seasons for conductirfeeldwork; from extreme cold and deep snow

conditions in the winter, the melting snows of March, to the height of black fly
season in June and the pleasant crisp fall days of October and the first snowy
November.

Curriculum

The core curriculum for the ranger school was established early on and changed only to accommodate new technolegy and
knowledge'' The curriculum for first term of 1967 consisted of: Basic Education, Communications, Letter WidtiRgort

Writing, Mathematics, Introduction to Forestry, Fish and Wildlife, Forest Protection, Forest Mensuration (Tree measureriagnt, A
Photography, Cruising), Dendrology, SuingyDrafting, Foremanshi‘f)

The second term included Report Writi@anoe and Outboard Motor Instruction and Water Safety, Fish and Wildlife, Forest
Protection (Fire, Insects and Disease), Forest Mensuration (Regeneration Survey, Photogrammetry, Cruising), Dendrology,
Silviculture (Regeneration and Culture of Forests, $tdtiéstory), Parks and Recreation, Surveying, Camp Clerkingdfmsfeip™

Third term consisted of classes and field work in Forest Protection, Forest Mensuration (Cruising, Volume Table ConBialrction)
and Wildlife Management, Forest Management, Bbrdtilization (Logging Operations, Forest Products, Milling), Silviculture (Silvics,
Nurseries, Tree Planting, Tree Marking, Tree Growth), Soils, Surveying, Road Location and Construction, Foremansign(Super
Safety), First Aif

The curriculuntonsisted of a total of 966 hours of course work and exams over the three t&tadents could also take the

scaling course that was conducted over 3 weeks between 1st and 2nd. t&imsterm was 330 hoursgcond and third terms were

318 hours eachThe total of 966 hours compares to about 1,400 hours for the current forest technician program at Fleming College
over four semesters andvb years'”

The bulk of the 966 hours was devoted to forest related subjects (709 hours), Surveying, Road hodafionstruction (165 hours)
had the next highest number of hours followed by Fish and Wildlife and Forest Protection with 121 hours each.

In some respects this broad and integrated curriculum based on a forested ecosystem preceded the concept tfdmegparce
YFEYyF3ISYSyild 2F GKS mopynQad FyR SOz2aeadSYy YIrylFraSyYSyd LI NF¥ RA3IN
America and the Mistry of Natural Resource§ he adoption of these concepts by the first author (Baker) while dpiredopolicy

for the MNR was aided by this foundation at the ranger school

Costs

In 1967, the total cost for the three terms was $748.00, which would be $5,035.00 in 2013.ddliarsost included tuition
@%$50/term and rom and board @$192.50/terrt? In comparisa, in 2013/14 tuition for the ¥ear Forest Technician program at
Fleming costs $1,816.75/ semester for a total of $7, 267A%€er adding in residence and meal plan costs the total for the two year
program is about $4,338.00"" No doubt much of the true costof the program in 196Were subsidized by the government and

we obviously benefited both in lower costs and requiring only one year of attending school to obtain the same qualitications
now require 2 years

" History of the Frost Centre.

'2 Ontario Department of Lands and Forests.

2 Ibid.

“Ibid.

1 Fleming Collegeaccessedctober 3, 2013http://flemingcollege.ca/programs/forestrtechnician
'® Ontario Department of Lands and Forests.

" Fleming College.
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Faculty

Quimby Hessvas the director of the Ranger School from 1960 to 1967 but was replaced by Rod Hummel at the beginning of the fal
term in 1967 Members of the faculty included Jack Dickenson, Bruce Collins, Earl Goodman, who we affectionately called

a1 2 Ny é&(edavse it is the other common name for Ironwood and Earl was always trying to trick us into misidentifying it in our
dendrology clagsDon Lillow, George MacAdam, George Pennock, Doug Ryan, Bill Small, John Simpson, and Gordon Wilson,
Manager of the Univesity Forest The instructors had considerable practical experien8eme were previous graduates of the

ranger school and many had military experienghich was reflected in the rigor and discipline that they insisted we bring to our

work. Theconcep2 ¥ GO KAY {1 Ay3a o0SF2NB | OGAy3IE 61 & I LI NI A Oalgd feaksd NB F NI
because of our oftepeated predilection to do the opposite.

Resource Management Contributions of OFTS Graduates

In 1967 we were on the leading edge of the boomer generation and obviously
benefited from an expanding post war economy and the optimism across the cou SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT
during the celebration of I y I fiRdt @ years All of us had numerous AS WB LEAVE THIS SCHOOL
employment opportuities. The threemonth break between seconahd third terms
(July, AugustSeptember) provided opportunities for summer employment to gain
experience and personally assess what one might want to do after gradufiost
graduates went to work for the &artment of Lands and Forests as forest techs,
lands techs, conservation officers, park managers, research assistants in fisherie
wildlife, and forestry, and the fire progranit the time the Federal Government Was 1, v... or man zood timber grow.
hiring forest insect and diseaseré&&®la | YR aS@Sy 2F dza ¢ - - Yo d.
in Sault Ste Marie. Some graduates went to work for forestry companies in Ontaric @bD22R ¢AYSSNElothd 52

and Quebec and some returned to their home province of Alberta, Manitoba, and

Quebec to work for their respective proviatgovernments

Good timber does not grow in ease,
The stronger the wind, the stronger trees
The further sky the guarter length,
The more the storms the more the strengkh,

By sun and cold, by rain and snow,

Within Ontario some gradues of the ranger school movelrough the ranks of the Department of Lands and Forests to become,
program supervisors within Districts, District Managers, senior policy advisors, senior managers/execthiz&epartment and
the MNR Others held senior management positions within other government Ministmgsveith the Federal Government.

lf 0 K2dAK GKS NI y3ISNI a0K22ft gl a Of SINIAY Alda LINEA&BEGOUH 0KI
obtain professional and graduate degrees in forestry or biology perhaps inspired by what they learned and the experience of
attending such a unique institution

Graduates of the 23 years of Ranger School made major contributions to reseanagement in Ontario and elsewhere

The personal lives of the 2000 or so graduates of thigudar academy were immeasuraldgriched by the interpersonal and broad
ranging practical skills that were introduced and mastered there.

Bibliography

Fleming CollegeAccessed October 3, 20h8p://flemingcollege.ca/programs/forestrtechnician

CNeaidG /SYdidNB /f2adz2NBX hLISNI GA 2y 1tBONSva-EEMPoapidB IS A ali2NE 2F Gt
http://environmenthaliburton.ca/test/id91.htm

Lambert, Rhard SWSy Sg Ay 3 b | (0 dZNRYE 22YS |vidiESnmaibDepariideny af [asar® Zoxkkts, 1967

McEwanP.a C2 NB & i CA NB -WalNBliaSlittiol BEoyestry hroni@eal (1) (1943): 2488.

OntarioDepartment of Lands and Fores®ntario Forest Ranger School 1966Prospectusioronto:v dzS Sy Q afor OmN&io/ (i S NJ
Department of Lands and Foresi$66.

Samis, W. edDOntario Forest Technical School Yearb@okonto:QueSy Q& t NAY i SNE mdcT
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Log Marks

By John Haegeman

The marking of logs goes back to colonial times when England put a ban on the cutting of largedgaikes in 1691. Any tree

with a diameter of 24 inches or more was reserved for the royal navy. Upon these trees was cut the "Broad Arrow" aadeo cut
down would be met with a penalty as harsh as for murder. In 1706, Queen Anne commissionewéyorsgeneral, at a cost of

200 pounds per year, to enforce the law protecting all such trees if they were deemed to be fit and proper. The coldnitite pa
attention to the law and many trees marked with the "Broad Arrow" ended up in their nillsichigan and Ontario, the first

marks were bark marks made with an axe and placed on the light side of the log: the side that would float uppermostleg/ah mi
logs to sort, there was no time to turn a log to identify it. With millions of logeth a quicker way of sorting was needed. Bark
marks were limited to a series of straight lines, and the chances of duplication were great, adding confusion to the prd&ta,
Michigan passed a law requiring log marks to be registered in the coumye the logs were to be manufactured

In Canada, an act respecting the marking of timber was passed
in 1870. It decreed that all floated wood in Quebec and

MICHIEAN ARG
(T

KKK)"O 3 _ Ontario be marked and that all marks be adopted and
Q ’ registered within one month of having commenced operations.
1 "‘J@ £ Neglect to do so was subject to a fine of $50.00. The cost to
E] g : ol register a mark in Eastern Canada was $2.00, and this would

qz v al cover one mark or 100. To transfer a mark to another

: A\ company cost 50 cents. @Gme application, the company
HOG® & stated that, to their knowledge, the mark they selected was
Source: Michigan Log Marks. | not in use by another company. By 1874, there were 433
marks registered. In 1874, J. Barnwall Jackson published a
book called "The Lumberman's Timber Mark Guid®/r. Jackson was employed by the Canadian Department of AgricLétode
compiled every mark from the official records from mark-#4ay 30, 1870 to mark #433eb. 26, 1874The book was made
available to lumber merchants and to people in the timber trade. The cost of the book was a phenomenal $10.00, busdtveoald
company thousands of dollars in the event they duplicated someone else's mark.

Paint marks were also used to mark logs. Paint was applied to the end of logs in a series of patterns that could bguarelgs,
triangles, etc. Hundreds of these paint marks were registered and many were used along the North Shore.

Along the North Shore and Georgia
Bay, the main river systems were
the French, The Whitefish, The
Spanish, The Serpent and The
Mississaggi. Many of the smaller
streams were also used. At the
mouth ofthese river systems were
the "sorting jacks". These were
floating sidewalks where hundreds
of men with pike poles directed the
26YySNBRQ f23a Ayl :
pocket. There were representativeg s

here from all the companies. When| s 3
a pocket contained enoumglogs, il Sorting jack, Muskegon Michigan
they were formed into a boom and [§ (Source: Michigan Log Marks).
floated to that company's mill. To '

the mills located along the North Shore, booms might contain only 20,000 logs. If the mill was further away, then thenlglams
contain 50,000 logs. The largest boom of logare recorded contained 91,700 logs and was towed from the mouth of the French

! Clifford Allen, ed.Michigan Log Markg§East Lansin MI: Michigan State College, 1941).
% Timber Marks AGtSCCap. XXXVI, 1870.
% J.Barnwall JacksqiThe Lumberman's Timber Mark Guiontreal, GE. Desbarats, 1874).
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River to East Tawas, Michigan in 1891. During the 1880s and 1890s millions of logs were boomed
to mills in Michigan. This practice all came to an end in 1898 when the expogsovas

forbidden, but that is another story. The sorting jacks required a huge number of men. At the
mouth of the Spanish, 200 men sorted 32,000 logs daily. The sorting jack at Muskegon, Michi
employed 850 men. Michigan had about 20,000 log mak¥isconsin and Minnesota had almost
the same number, so one can see the monumental task of sorting these logs. On the Tittabaw
River, (a tributary of the Saginaw), 1,100 marks were used in the year of 1875. At the mouth d
Spanish River thengould be about 20 to 25 different pockets for the companies using the river.
Mills were located in Blind River, Spragge, Cutler, John Island, Aird Island, Little Current, Bynd
French River, Colins Inlet, Midland, Penetanguishene, Victoria Ha®emia, Owen Sound and

several more centres. From the mouth of the Spanish to Sarnia took about 14 days of towing W
good weather.

Log hammers were usually from four to six pounds in weight and were cast
in foundries. Some of the earlier ones wenade by the camp blacksmith.
Some companies had only one mark, while others had a dozen of more.
Hammers could be just about any shape: they were round, square,
rectangular, triangular or diamonrshaped. The most interesting hammers
were the ones inhe shape of symbols. Some of my hammers are in the
shape of bells, a man's hand, a man's foot, a head, a horse's head, a saw
blade, a horseshoe, a yoke for oxen, a bridle bit etc. Logs were stamped
several times on both ends in case one end got damageapids or rocks

Neld !F 1
Oﬂi) (TAl .s.xvv
m g on the drive. Some companies used their name for their mark: "HALL" for

— Ed. Hall, "HILL" for Arthur Hill. Some companies used initials like "SL" for

Saginaw Lumber, "V.H." for Victoria Harbour. Some companies used the mark of thaifthey logged, e.g., 1A, 1B, and 82 were used
by the McFadden Co. Not all hammers were made of cast iron or cast steel; some were made of brass.

One would think that with all the thousands of hammers used in the north woods, there would still beaweilaple. But this is not the
case. They are extremely hard to come by as they are mostly in the hands of private collectors and in museums. Durepgribtas
drives during World War 1l, much of the steel in the old camps was used for the wadr @b doubt, many hammers, axes, horseshoes
and sleigh runners got melted down.

The mechanical age has taken over from the days of the horse and sleigh. Hammers are still used in the Pacific Narthegstreonot
as desirable to collect as tlmmes from Ontario and the Great Lake States. No doubt there are many still buried in the deep woods where
they will probably stay safely tucked away forever.

Bark mark. Paint marks on log ends. Log end marlg FOX.
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The Great Flood 1883

By John Hazlitt and Ted Turner

Thisarticlewa@ NA Ayl f f & LldzofAaKSR Fa | aSOGA2Yy Ay GKS 0227
(Auburn, Ontario: Rhea Hamilton Seeger, Paossibilities Publishing, 2011) and is reprinted here (with minor changes) wit
permission.

There is aertain amount of flooding in the watershed during
the spring melt and sometimes during severe rainstorms.
Flooding occurs when water enters the natural stream channe; .

rise and the land alonthe channel is inundated. Nature built ity

own flood plains along streams, but man has insisted on build
on this land, which truly belongs to the stream. As a result,
floods have created massive property damage and often caug
loss of human life.

During the day of August 19th, 1883, an intense storm front
approached the counties of Huron, Perth and Waterloo.

rain fell in 24 hours over the Maitland River watershed. The
river rose at a ver fast rate, washing away crops, bridges, bott{ -
road and rail, along with causing extensive damage to some
village/town sites. One young man died. Dams that provided waterpower to the many mills were destroyed.
Thousands of logs that lay floating in saivimead ponds waiting for the expertise of the sawyer were lost.

G¢KS RS@OlLadlaAz2zy FTNRY (KS
dalAR {(iS@®S wIOlaz2zysx 21048
GKS alAlGflIyR xItftSe /2yas
damage reports, it is intessting to compare how the
watershed reacted in 1883 versus how the watershed
reacts today. Although, MVCA has not recently
experienced such a widespread storm, in the last
decade there have been localized events with similar
precipitation amounts. The wtarshed is clearly more
reactive than in the 1800s; a similar storm today has
the potential to have catastrophic consequences. The
flood of 1883 is an excellent reminder of the power of
Mother Nature.

ELY mMyyo (KS KSI Rf Ay S zre2téll aéhilliSg tdlélold&sMEtioniakid\R etz ds af tiL |t is Kob
hard to imagine that the flood changed the economic and industrial climate of the whole Maitland watershed. Many of
the dams were not replaced and the industry they supportedegithoved, closed up or used another source of power.

HURON EXPOSITOR August 24, 1883
G¢KS {dG2NY 2F GKS {SlFrazyé

G¢KS Y2ald aSOSNB NIAY yR (KdzyRSNI ad2NY GKFG KFa OAaj
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l dz6 dzZNy 2 S KIR | @SNE KSI @& NIAY |yR (GKdzyRSNJ ad2NY | (
two o clock until ten the Maitland River rose about four feet, and was considerably higher than during the spring
TNBaKSGaone

th &tA16 Mime? sedam gave way letting loose, five or six hundred logs which went rushing down and were
fe f2aidoé

(e (o]

Kef
a1 f
2 AY3AKEY 6.230K 2Ay3IKIY RIYd 6SNB &46SLI0 Féte 2y {dzyRlI @
fashionable means of locomotion, bitK S ¢ 6§ SNJ A& FI f f Ay3 NI LIARf & ®¢

.t dzS@1rtS ¢19 C[hh5 G¢KS KSF@e NIrAy 2F {I Gdz2NRIF& yA3IKI

on Sunday evening. Leech’s dam which is part woodwork and part earth was in danger of going antualbege

turned out to work at it. About 10 p.m. the boom which held the flood wood gave way and the debris instantly blocked
GKS 3IrGaSao ¢CKS gFGSN)odzNERG 20SNJ GKS SIENIK RIFEY FyR Ol

LISTOWEL STANDARD August 24, 1883
G¢KS DNBAR SadiSNItYy26y Ay ¢
.NAR3ISaz IyR {ARSglfla Ol

G{ GNBSGa GdzNYSR Ayid2 NARGS

a{ SOSNIf o0dzAf RAy3da oSNBE Olf
b . :

G{dzy Rl & ftlFad ¢la I RIFI& GKLI
residents of Listowethe Town having be en visited by the |

INBI GSalG Ft22R SOSNI 1y26Y
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Q¢ QX

P9 D |
KS Ff

2 AyIAKFY a¢KS gAf RSAG G Kdzy RS NE Gr@apdornthdandigkest quaiBities & din Rage i 7
fallen. Johnston & Hamilton's mill dam was washed out. The Maitland River has risen twelve feet since Saturday
Y2NYAY3IAZ FYR AT AlG O2ydAydzSa NRaAy3ad {2Mi-dam HakbBen Yalrrigdy & |
61 & ¢

. NHzaasSfta a¢KS FANRG RIYF3IS R2yS KSNB gta GKS GF1Ay3 |
YyS4 RIY®§

.t dzS@rtS a[ SSOK RIEY Ay . tdsS@ItS KI a gSLI gl 8o
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All of the Listowel flood photographs are courtesy of Stratfedh Archives.
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Huronia: From Blow Sands to PhosphmOverloading

By John Bacher

Watersheds of the area known as Hurothat flow into Georgian Bay and Lake Simcoe contain two quite different indicators of
environmental stress, which have become associated with the need for increased forest cover. The desertification ofities mora

of Simcoe County led to a phenomenorgkay | & G o6f 2¢ &l yRéX gKAOK LISF{SR | NRdzy R |
through programs of afforestation. Today, the waters of Lake Simcoe and Georgian Bay are now experiencing increased
phosphorous loadings related to the lack of riparian coveéhénstreams flowing into them.

These current problems are reminders of past lessons on the need to have adequate forest cover in predeaunatdtyral
areas. Afforestation in southern Ontario was dramatically reduced in the 1990s as goveassisied treeplanting programs
collapsed from the previous norms of twenty million to a low point of two million by the end of the decade. Recent efforts t
improlve the situation have resulted in afforestation levels of three million trees annually avithnned annual total of 10 million
trees:

¢t2RlI&Qa {AYO2S /2dzyiGé& IyR GKS gFGSNAKSR 2F [F1S {AYO2S 4l 2
contact in the 17th century, in what is now Ontario. There are no indicationsmé&hwactivities causing problems of either
desertification or water pollution. Accounts by the European explorers Samuel de Champlain and Father Sagard desarifaed the a
which they defined as Huronia, as having approximately 30,000 people dependenagpouture. While creating land for

agriculture made old growth forests quite rare, this activity did not generate a landscape of sand barrens. This o¢eyrvéthla
muchreduced level of human population intensity, as a result of forest clearfomagriculture by the 1880s. The area that was

most dramatically impacted was a landform that is known as the Oro Interlobate Moraine, created 12,000 years ago as a glacier
terminus. After the topsoil here was washed away following forest removahatlrfemained was infertile sand and gravel

incapable of growing vegetatidi.

The Oro Moraine is a prominent landform extending from Highway 400 to Orillia, and occupies about 45 square mile§(116 km
Once forest covewas stripped away, the sandy soils of the Oro Moraine became quite vulnerable to erosion. Mack Williams, who
grew up on a farm in this landscape, was encouraged by it to become a forester with the Ministry of Natural Resourcesdingl a |
advocateof afF 2 NBa il GA2y ® IS 2y0S NBOIffSRE 42KSy GKS g6AYyR 0fSg>
covered with dust if windows were left opén.°

Midhurst Forestry Station.

! Environmental Commissionef Ontario,éWanted h y' S . At f, ikRedefininyBddserationnEronmentalCommissioner oOntario Annual Report, 2009/10
(Toronto:EnvironmentalCommissioner of Ontario), 341.

2Ken ArmsonQntario Forests: A Historical PerspecfiVeronto: Fitzhenrg Whiteside, 2001), 17, 103, 104, 105, 106, 108.

% Nick EylesOntario Rocks: Three Billion Years of Environmental Cl{@ingenta Fitzhenry and Whiteside, 2002), 194, 195, 212, 213, 267.

460ro Moraing = 2 A 1 akcedSed Ndv.328, 201 Bttp://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oro_Moraine

0 ahNB az2N}AYS HAmMngawaleyThdservatiorNaRtharity, be2assipd Nov. 28| 2013,
http://www.nvca.on.ca/ws_par/groups/public/@pub/@nvca/documents/web_content/wspar 027 6i0.

*al NJ . Aaa80s 4CNBY 5dzad (G2 ¢28SNAYy3I ¢NBSaés .+ NNRKS 9EOMoyabdBhileamfodK HT I H
student and subsequently drew income from thinnings. Shortly before his death after 60 ydarsstfstewardship, Williams donated an easement to the forest to

the Couchiching Conservancy.
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Simcoe County was blessed by an irgenerational effort of a father and son, Charles ar@. Brury, to reverse the problem of the
spreading deserts of the Oro Moraine. This shared activism continued for over a century, beginning when Charles Drtirg joined
hyidlF NAR2 CNHZA G DNRBGSNRER ! 3a20Al GA2Y 0 d&padd hnd pear on didCrowv Hill fanS torfhK 7
of Barrie, which led him to become involved in the OFGA. Here he met some of the leading conservationists in Ontayidh@otabl
Mohawk Chief, George Johnson (father of Pauline Johnson) and Robert Wiligs. PHe carried out afforestation on his Crown
lAff FIENY dz@AYy3d W2KyazyQa YSiK2Ra gAGK ofl Ol 61 fydziadster / KI
of Agriculture, encouraged his son, E.C. to attend the Ontario Agricultlieg€¢OAC). Here he made contact with a group of
dedicated conservationist friends, including Nelson Monteith, who becaweatually, Minister of Agriculture. They persuaded the
current Minister of Agriculture, John Dryden, to create the Ontario treeseny at OAC.

¢KS h!/ ydzZNESNE 61 a aidlFNISR o6& I [ SOGdzZNBENI Ay C2NBaGrdidmr 9R)D
Hill farm, which Drury had recently inherited from his father, Charles. In October of 1905, Edmund Zkdtirogn OAC to meet

with Drury and stayed for approximately a week. They toured all the blow sand waste areas of the Oro Moraine in a horse and
buggy. Zavitz defined this area as Orr Lake and the Angus and Midhurst Plains. At Midhurst, in anaeesaciinatred with pine

stumps and blow sands, Zavitz and Drury selected the site for the Midhurst Reforestation Station. They selected tba@isieobe

the excellent ground water conditions of the moraines on which it is located. This featuredatdted in the demonstration forest
GKS&8 ONBFGSR I NRPdzyR GKS aidridazy G2 0SS yIFIYSRI G{LINAy3Igl G§SNE
irrigation water that was needed for a tree nurséry.

Zavitz and Drury knew what to do in Simcoe County when they had power to effect reforms in 1919 w77
Drury became the Premier of Ontarios they planned in 1905, the Midhurst Nursery was created and ‘,} S
Ontario Tree Seed Plant at Angus established, which was similarly surrounded by a demonstration fd; :
Drury persuaded Simcoe County to become the first partner with the provincial govetiimiesn ‘
Agreement Forest program. On May 8, 1922, Drury was able to take part in the first tree planting in '
became the Hendrie Fore$tUnder the leadership of its early superintendents, Isaac Marritt and Meth | \
Anderson, the Midhurst nursery becamaespectacular demonstration of what afforestation can achieve ",
Hauling loads of muck to improve the content of the soil made it possible to develop a pattern of pool
and waterways. This process removed stones, which were used to create a World Wae@aogahand
decorative features such as a picnic pavilion. Ponds were stocked with trout. Fingerlings from here
later used to restock lakes that had been depleted of fish. Trout became a visitar

attraction when the ice broke in the spring. Dudisese, swans and beaver Memorial cairn at Hendrie Forest

: ; [ : . commemorates the start of the Agreement
became attractions along with picnic tables and playing fi€lds. Forestprogramin Ontario, marked by the first

tree planting there in 1921.

The spectacular beauty of the future Springwater Provincial Park became an
important feature of the success of the great events organized by the Ontario
Conservatin and Reforestation Association (OCRA). It was launched between August 11 and August 17, 1937, during a week of
events in Simcoe County. The field days, through hikes, banquets and ceremonies, celebrated the wonders of affordsation. T
OCRAfieldidé a 0 SOFYS | yydzt S@Syidia dzyGAf 9RYdzyR %I GAGT Q& NBGA NI
behind two reforms that Drury and Zavitz believed were crucial to increasing forest cover in southern Ontario. Thes@eo ref

were thepassage of the Conservation Authorities Act and the Trees Act (which for the first time, provide a legal framework for
allowing restrictions on tree cutting on private lands). Both acts were passed in 1946. Another feature of the 193 2lQCRM Fi
wasthe building of a memorial cairn at the Hendrie Forest. At its first OCRA banquet held in Barrie, Drury was the keykate spea
IS aiNBaasSR K2g RSTF2NBadldAzy KIFEIR OFdzZASR NAOGSNAR (2 ag&02 Y
y20KSNI GAYS KEGAy3a a2 fAGGES sMGSNI GKI G GKSe 0802YS LI2f fc

The Simcoe County Forest system, begun in 1922 with the first planting at Hendrie and a few years later at Orr Laktn tived up
expectations of its founders. Thisceess however, required considerable patience. The blow sands on the Oro Moraine had to be
planted with tightly packed coniferous seedlings in order to prevent wind erosion. Zavitz planned that these trees vinddak
helping to both pay for theféort and contribute to the spacing needed for the transition to a mixed wood forest. This goal was
eventually achieved, but the first thinnings at Orr Lake and Hendrie County Forests could not take place until 1948 bdwmause o
fragility of the soils.The Simcoe County Agreement Forest system at the time the province ceased being a partner in 1995 had

"E.C. Druryi-armerPremier(Toronto: University bToronto Press, 1966), 18).

® Ibid.,50-54.

® Ibid., 99, 100.

Y Edmund ZavitReport of the Departmerdf Forests1934 Ontarb Sessional Papers, 1934, 108.

! Archives of OntaridErnest Charles Drury Papeiewspaper Clipping, MU 955; Archives of Ontario, Forestry Branch Newspaper Clippings Bdpk2RG
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expanded to 10,525 hectares. Since 1996 Simcoe County has been exclusively responsible for management the Courgy Forest. |
annual earnings, primarityirough pine thinnings, are at least $1.2 million. This revenue has been used to maintain the forest and to
expand the forest system, which now totals 12,662 hectares in 130 tfacts.

While the County Forest system has been, through its well managefinseiting, a continuing success story, other legacies of
afforestation in Huronia have suffered since the withdrawal of provincial leadership in the 1990s. This is most visigdliy

the closure of the Midhurst nursery in 1994, which ultimately became used for recreational fields for the City of Bawmie la@ds,

which were afforested, have suffered from a lack of thinning, compared to areas managed by Simcoe County@rest.
demonstration forest around the closed nursery, Springwater Provincial Park, was closed by the province on May 31, 2et3. Con
that closure would encourage vandalism and gang activity resulted in a native occupation immediately afterwards, wadttheam

LI NJ /YLl bAOGA® LY Yy INIGAOES F2NJ GCANRBG blFrdA2ya 5NHeYex -
f SFRSNE 2F GKS 200dzLdr lA2yx . SGK 9fazy 2F GKS . SI dza hefeiod C?
establish a place to come together to make our nations stronger by providing spiritual guidance and traditional role ghtadellin
0SYySTAlG Pttt ylriArzyaodé

Orr Lake, 1930 (left) and 1970 (right).

9fazyQa O02YYSyida F02dzi GALANRGAzZ £ 3IdzZARIy OS¢ I yR & Mstatoh G A 2
programs in the 1990s, many of which were guided by the Midhurst nursery and the surrounding Springwater Park demmonstratio
forest. The traditions that had been established to develop afforestation programs that were dismantled in the 1990sdemaine
valid. Their collapse had nothing to do with diminishing environmental need for tree planting on marginal farmland. hAitbtbug
desertification and flooding had, by this time, diminished, newer problems of phosphorous overloading are causing similar
problems. Afforestation programs are needed to provide more riparian forest cover to assist in phosphorus management to
increaseexisting fragmented forests for wildlife habitat and the protection of forest health from storms and diseases. The duccess ¢
past afforestation efforts can be seen by referring to the various watershed report cards of the two conservation autihatties

bisect Huronia through an eastest division. To the west the Nottawasaga Valley Conservation Authority measures the degree of
F2NBad O20SNJ YR NBf{IFGSR 6 0SNJ A&dadzSa Ay o6l SNEKSRamaf 264
the Lake Simcoe Region Conservation Authority.

The success of the programs that Drury and Zavitz developed in curbing desertification can be seen in the 2010 Oro Moraine Re
Card. This was prepared by both Huronia authorities on behalf dtbévledonte Environmental Group. Afforestation has

produced a situation where fifty per cent of this former desert is now in forest cover. Thirty per cent of this foressqmesided

by Simcoe County Forests. Groundwater discharge from the Mosayorts sensitive cold water fish species such as brook trout.
Large blocks of intact forest provide deer wintering areas and support species of special concern such as the redheaded
woodpecker. Government agronomy extension has complimented afforeastatinlike the situation in the 19th century there is

little intensive cropping on lands on the Oro Moraine that are in agriculture use. These tend to be hayfields and grashinds
support a number of bird species that require large tracts of opasgiands to survive, such as bobolink, eastern meadowlark and
the upland sandpipet?

Similar success can be seen in the report card for another area that Drury and Zavitz studied in their 1905 horse aadrtnfggy t
deserts, Orr Lake. Its watersheds37.3 per cent forest cover, largely as a result of the afforestation efforts of Simcoe County

12 ¢Simcoe County Forests { A Y O 2 Sccesedddygii 28,201 Bittp://www.simcoe.ca/ws_cos/groups/public/@pubos
ccd/documents/web_content/wscos 011638.pdf

Bt yye . St (i Eet BethlElgokh bedds i DefendingdNR v 3 6 | ( S NI FirsENghibng Orlirhfine 2013Nd|5¢ =
4 4Oro Moraine 2010 Report Cardd
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water fish community dominatetly speues such as smallmouth bass, largemouth bass, yellow perch northern pike, pumpkm seed
FyR o6fF O]l ONJI LILASdE ¢CKS FAAK &dzLILR2 NI AYLINBAaADBS OANRI fATFS
nitrogen overloading has beeNSS @Sy i SR 6& 3JI22R NALI NAIFY O2@SNI Ay GKS g (SN
having forest riparian cover at least thirty metres wide.

The other Huronia watershed that was dramatically improved by the massive afforestatiots eff@rury and Zavitz is Pine River.
It benefited greatly from the massive tree plantings conducted by Boy Scouts in the vicinity of the Ontario Tree SeeARaIY, i
and the associated afforestation on Camp Borden. Some 41.8 per cent of the Rénghed, once desertified wastelands, is in
forest cover. Riparian habitat covers 64.9 per cent of its streams, which provide excellent cold water brook trout Nabitabf
the forests here are in the Simcoe County forest system and that of Duffeuinty; which was initiated by the inspiration of visits
to the Midhurst nursery?

The uneven nature of afforestation and forest protection in Huronia are contributing threats to the health of Lake Sitreoe. T
f1F1S0Qa o6 G§SNERKSR K koder, and It i theagpal of #8eNAk©Snycde PRodwidh ®lan to increase this by an
additional five percent. The proposed 40 per cent is below most of the forest cover that is prevailing in many healtiy istrea
Huronia flowing into Georgian Bay. Muof the existing 35 percent forest cover is under the threat of development. For instance,
the North Guillimbury Forest, which is one of the ten largest forests in the Lake Simcoe Watershed, is subject to afesidenti
development proposai’ *®

The 35 per cent average, moreover, reflects a situation where the higher forest cover in areas such as the part of sedafooe
Moraine that drains into Lake Simcoe, is averaged into highly deforésusely farmed watersheds such as the West Holland
Creek. The West Holland Creek has only 16 percent forest cover. It is the greatest contributor of phosphorous to Leke®@imco
predominatelyagricultural landscape’s.

Left: Midhurst plantation; nght Hendrie Forest, 1931.

The problem of lack of fost cover facing Lake Simcoe and the collapse of afforestation programs is best illustrated by the 63.5
1TAf2YSGUNB al alAy2y3aS wA@GSNI g GSNAKSR® LG NBOSAGSR (BKS f 2¢
major contributing rivers.Conditions here are worse than streams in predominatelyan watersheds in the Barrie area. It has the
lowest forest cover, only 13 per cent, of any of the identified watersheds examined in the report card. It also has ¢he lowe
percentage of riparia forest cover identified in any Lake Simcoe watershed, only 44 per cent. The report card indicates it has poor
surface water quality and a low number of benthic species. As a warning sign the subwatershed study photographed cgws walkin
across the Mashkionge at a point lacking any forest buffer. The watershed, which has experienced little urban development in over
40 years, and is outside the Oak Ridges Moraine, is valuable as a time warp demonstration of the consequences of loveforest ¢

BGhNNI [ F18 wnamn wSLRNI /I NRI¢actessédiNbvsd7, 2013+ / 2y aSNDF GA2y ! dziK2NAG&S
(http://www.nvca.on.ca/ws _par/groups/public/@pub/@nvca/documents/web content/wspar 038865.pdf

'® 2013 Pine River Subwatershed Health Chellbttawasaga Conservation Authgriaccessed Nov. 27, 2013
http://www.nvca.on.ca/ws_par/groups/public/@pub/@nvca/documents/web content/wspar 043925.pdf

Y North Gwillimbury ForesAlliance Letterto Mayor Robert Grossi, Chair Simcoe Region Conservation AutiMaiyyl3, 2013accessed Nov. 27, 2013
(http://www.savengforest.org/Isrca.pdf

Ba[ 1S {AYO2S8 tNRGSOGARZY tflyés hydlNR2 alyAadNE 2F G(KS 9YyOPANBYYSY(is FOOS
http://www.ene.gov.on.ca/environment/en/resources/STD01 076301.html

YpavidDonmelly,d 2y GAydzAiy3d G2 tNBY2GS {LINI gf Ay {AYO2S /2dzydés /FYLIFAIY Plan] § { A YC
Wl y dzl NB aoesseddNavembér27, 2018tp://donnellylaw.ca/wp-content/uploads/2011/01/EnvironmentaDefenceGrowth-PlarSimcoeAmendment
EBRResponse.pdf
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Travellng here is going into a time tunnel of life in Ontario before Edmund Zavitz. For the past 20 years there has been no summe
flow in major stretches of the Maskinonge. Sights of dying fish in landlocked pools are a common océlifféhce.

The threatgposed to Lake Simcoe show the current challenges that afforestation and protection of existing forests must address in
southern Ontario. While there are no longer any massive sand dunes sweeping across the province from deforestation to be
photographed, here are issues related to phosphorus overloading. Pollutant trading involving planting trees, especially in riparian
areas, could be a tool help reduce phosphorus overfdad.
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J.H. Keeso & Sons Limited Sawmill40 Plus Years

By Richard Keeso

J.H. Keeso & Sons Ltd. is a hardwood sawmill located in
Listowel, Perth County. It has been owned and operated by t
Keesdamily since its inception in 1872. Known in the 1800's
the Queen's Bush, this area of Ontario was rich in farmland a
so hundreds of acres of timber were cleared for crops. Towal
the latter part of the 18 century a number of sawmills that had
flourished in the past doubted the longevity of the resource ar
began to shut down.

Contrary to that thinking, John Keeso was operating a portablfss. « iy

threshing business at the time for area farmers and felt there [ Y A e g
was still sufficient hardwood to mill. Heegan running his 1921 newspaper photo of the Keeso mill.
steam locomotive to timber stands, and conducted production

right on site. Sometime before 1921 a permanent sawmill was built.

Back then, the mill was shut down so that the entire crew could go to the woods to cut, skid and loadawithde

horses. The loads of logs on a single axle truck with solid rubber tires would arrive at the mill where another team was
brought out from the barn to unload them. With sufficient footage of soft grey elm (white), rock elm, hard and soft
maple, chery, beech, white ash and basswood the mill would start up and production would begin again.

Hours of operation were from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday to Friday and 6 a.m. to 12 noon on Saturday. It is no wonder |
was told everyone lived for Saturday nigl@ur men were tough and strong, handled chains for log skidding with the
teams and seldom wore gloves, which were considered a nuisance, even in the winter. Almost everyone smoked in th
steam powered sawmill, which was entirely built from wood. Soméeihachines even ran on wooden bearings,

which were oiled frequently. There were no live roller®ne of the heavy lumber moved unless it was pushed along or
picked up by hand. It was common to cut hardwood plank weighing in excess of 300 pounds.

There were a lot of boys born into the Keeso family. | had an Uncle Frank who was the seventh son of the seventh son
spent a lot of time with my uncle and he believed he had the eyesight of a hawk. He was a big lanky man with long arn
and huge hands anglas known to be very strong. A cousin of mine had a picture of Frank holding up a Model T Ford
with two guys sitting on the bumper.

When my grandfather acquired the business he gave it the name
J.H. Keeso & Soh#d.; the sons being my father and Uncle Jack.
Jack died suddenly in 1972 and | became heir apparent as | had no
brothers and four sisters. | had been around the sawmill all my

life but finished school in 1978 and have worked at the sawmill
since.

In 1984 the mill was moved from just outside of Listowel to
Wallace Township and continues to upgrade and improve with
computer technologies. ltis interesting to note that the average
distance we go for logs is less than 100 kilometres. Our timber is
purchased largely from private landowners for whom we write
silvicultural prescriptions, and our woodlands crews are the best
Huge Rock Elm logsundated photo. in the business. Our lumber is shipped worldwide by our
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customers and we are certified with the Forest Stewardship Council so weewédtognized globally as continuing good
stewards of our forest resource.

In 2005 monumentally adverse winds slammed the hardwood lumber business. The housing crisis, coupled with the
financial crisis, spelled the end of over 1,000 North American sésymuild fully 45 percent of production ceased. We
were never without sales during this time but timber prices fell by-thiods and consequently no one was interested in
selling their trees. Writing silvicultural prescriptions for landowners who watdddok after their timber was our
mainstay for the next 5 to 6 years. Things are looking cautiously better now.

Climate change affects our business daily. We work in the woods every day we can to keep logs ahead of our mill.
Unknowntomost,ona ¥ (K2aS RlI&a ¢S INBE AYLNRB@GAY3I 2dzNJ F2NBada:
growth rate and genetics of the stand. Climate change, though, is reducing the number of days we can cross farm fielc
to get to woodlands to work. Heavy rain eveatgurate the land for days. Climate change ultimately has led to a
reduction in the number of loggers as there are not enough working days in a year to make it worthwhile financially.

A fast or thrifty growing forest is a far more efficient carbon $ida one in which the trees are over mature and
regressing. Our foresters mark mature, diseased and declining trees to make room for healthier, faster growing trees
that have the genetics to seed more trees like them.

| believe tree planting is one of bbest methods of combating climate change. It is visible, a rewarding and able project
for one and old and its effectiveness scientifically proven. On the other hand, hardwoods, which we work in, are best
sustained by our efforts to emulate nature. Beof thousands of seedlings are waiting on most forest floors for a break
in the canopy overhead to be released as the next generation.

Contrary to what the general population believes, we are environmentalists. After all if we were not good stewards of
this resource, our future would be pretty dim.

Additional Photos

1945 picture ofthe Bell steam locomotive
(1933 vintage}hat powered the Keeso mill
until the switch to electric in 1957

1912 Locomotive threshing machine on the gangwa
Used for sawing in the bushithe winter.
Keeso boys on the machine
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By Clayton Self

Forest Fire Fighting, Guides Provided, Fishing Trips, Animals Trained, Rescue Work UndertakeDepai®f The
LYRALFY WAG@SNI Wdzy A2NJ C2NBad wly3aSNa X

Does this ring a bell? What Canadian kid growing up in the 1960's or 1970's could forget the immensely popular television
series The Forest Rangers or the opening melodic theme? This catchy musealqtidice colourful backdrop of wilderness
scenes set in Ontario's Great Outdoors. Here, a group of Bidsor Forest Rangeréive, work and play in a large Hudson's

Bay fort, while their older and wiser friends from the village of Indian River &eeye out for them. (Indian River lies on the
southeast side of Algonquin Park, northeast of Barry's Bay, with a mythical population of 317). The Junior Rangers were the
envy of many kids the world over for they came complete with a fort, CB radiddéesalkies, canoes, horses, rangeshirts,

a Smokey the Bear flag and most of GADVENTURE!!"

The Rangers often managed to become heroes by putting out forest fires, rescuing people and thwarting villains, with the aic
of an RCMP officer named §eant Brian Scott (legendary Canadian actor Gordon Pinsent); the Indian River "Department of
Lands and Forests" Chief Forest Ranger, George Keeley; and the loc#jibetsy guide, Joe Two Rivers.

The Junior Forest Rangers live in a "nen@rer landunmarred by schools or parents, in which the only rules are the rules of
conservation." Though the kids always manage to get involved in trouble, there is little violence involved; mainlygtsst thre
from wayward adults who put themselves in danger hessathey didn't heed the advice of the Chief Ranger. In the end, the
wrongdoers are usually brought back to the Chief Ranger's (Department of Lands and Forests) office and scolded, but are
rarely handed over to the law. However, there were occasions evlaevbreakers were brought to Sgt. Scott's office for
punishment.

The Forest Rangers series was seen on The CBC every Saturday afternoon at 5 pm EST and was in production from 1963 t
1965. It has remained in syndication ever since, popping up @reftf channels the world over. As the CBC Times wrote in

a 1966 column, "The Norwegians called it Skogwokterkklubben. We know it as "The Forest Rangers.” But in any language
"Great," according to young viewers in the 40 countries where this po@daadiarmade outdoor adventure series is seen.”
Countries as far away as Australia, Hungary, Portugal, Peru, Argentina, Jamaica, Saudi Arabia, Egypt, Kenya, Uganda, The
Philippines and Hong Kong had the show running on their TV sets.

The show became thmost profitable and successful TV show in Canadian history up to the mid 1960's. It was also one of th
first programs in the world to be filmed in high production colour. Looking back it's hard to believe that 104 complete
episodes were made in the ap of only 2.5 years.

Production of the Series

al EAYS {IYdSta sla GKS 9ESOdziABS t NEPRdzOSNJ 2F (KS aKz2g>
she was looking for an idea to sell to the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation altidnwgrchFinally she just asked the CBC
what they wanted: so they told her they wanted an "outdoor adventure series for kids." That's when she came up with the
premise for "The Forest Rangers."

Originally, there was a plan in 1959 to do a show called "The Forest Ranger.”" These plans fell through; that is, until 1963,
when Ms. Samuels brought her own Junior Forest Rangers into the works. The name of the production company was ASP
"The ForesRangers" became thirst Canadiarmade TV series in full colour. The CBC loved it.

The show was filmed just north of the village of Kleinburg, located today in the City of Vaughan, at the Toronto Intérnationa

Studios. There was a ranch on the grosiimdthose days called the Circle M Ranch, which was just down in the Humber Valley
off Highway 27.
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Ms. Samuels' crew quickly began building roads and bridges. Building facades were erected to make the mythical town of
Indian River; and luckily, theysalfound the remains of an old Hudson's Bay fort, which was left over from the TV series of the
alryYyS ylrySo ¢CKA&d 0SOFYS GKS {1ARaAQ KSI RIljdzr NIl SNA @

The main studio, however, was a large grey building on
the grounds where all thendoor scenes were shot.

. Maxine hired veteran English filmmaker Ted Holliday as
/ %‘ \c"'_ " | the producer and he in turn hired all the directors,
‘ T . cinematographers, actors and film processors. Many of
“iriar kA the ideas for the show came from authentic stories.

A

Once filmingoegan in early 1963 things looked promising.
The show was filmed at a torrid pace (about two episodes

NS
- P =
» (6] per week). Usually two episodes were filmed

— simultaneously. There were two film crews usexhe in
Kleinburg and one in Northern Ontario to get scefus
The cast during production. forest fires, fire tower lookouts, lakes and thick forest
» —=| brush.

B

ANANA

To get special effects for forest fires and the use of wild animals, the Department of Lands and Forests was recruited. They
overlooked and managed the fires that were often set oféeea with smoke bombs. However, it was noted that in-idal
situations of forest fire fighting, the Junior Rangers would not have been involved. Ms. Samuels gave the kids syecial lice
to take part in all of the action though.

Joe Two Rivers

Joe¢ g2 WAODSNEB oL @SR 08 aAOKFSt ©%Sy2y03X LYRAIFY wA@SNRa |
Ffy2ad SOSNER SLAaA2RS FTNRBY |ff GKNBS aSlazyao IS gl a (K
adventures. Hi doeskin jacket was authentic, and was made to fit him especially by Chief Floating Cloud of the Brantford
Reserve.

Michael had to be taught the tricks of the backwoods by real natives or members of the Department of Lands and Forests. £
Ojibway namedsaac Beaulieu often came out to Kleinburg to teach him and the Junior Rangers how to set bear traps, how tc
send smoke signals and how to track and mark a trail so others could follow.

Reunions

In the year 2000 | decided to build a website in honour of the show. 1 also
contacted all of the Junior Rangers by phone. Wésite soon began attracting
a fan base, so in 2004 | decided to organize a reunion event for both the cast

Since that time the online fan base has continually grown netheer reunion
event, organized by fan, John Deakin, took place in June, 2013. This time weg
nine Junior Rangers and Gordon Pinsent in attendance. Actors and fans act
flew in from Europe to be there with us in Kleinburg, Ontario.

~ . , . . The cast at the 2013 reunion.
¢ KS adpaeal o dhose who enjoy conserving nature and who love the Photo Credit: Janice Savan

outdoors clearly continues to this day.

Further Information
Further information on the series is available at Clay's website:
http://forestrangers.bravehost.com

~24~


http://forestrangers.bravehost.com/

The Searchmont PlantationsA Mystery Solved

By Margaret Carruthers

| have been working in the Sault Ste. Marie District of the Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources since 2005. The gokei®f my

essentially a silviculture forester. The silviculture records are in various states of repair in Sault Ste. Marigh2igtrésige from

meticulously kept in Blind River Area office (the records for former Blind River District and Kirkwost)l tBarkaos for those in Sault Ste.
alkNARS 5AaGNROG @ CKAA Aa dzyF2NIlidzyl 4GS F2N YSE Fa (KBABEHKRDMADde
the areas where silviculture was first applied locqlfre scattered, andarts are missing for the Algoma Area forests. The maps became
aSLI N GSR FNRY Yiye 2F (KS NBO2NRAa RdZNAy3a GKNBS 2me@icd@asiyBt 2 Ol
looking for oldest treated areas first. ForthosE® R2y Qi 1y 26X YSOAOdzZ 2dza NBO2NRa 6SNB ¢
process of scanning and digitizing these records, when resources are available to do so.

Due to the separation of the records, | was mystified when | read a record @fedstands that were burned, and then planted 20 to 30

years later. Because the maps were not available, | did not know the location. During a field tour about a year latéomdiison from
Bonnifero Millworks enlightened about this site.

We know about larger areas of afforestation in Ontario, or some people do. My
mystery site is just east/northeast of Searchmoiithe stands straddle the Goulais

wA @S NI ¢KAa FNBIF gla aSiidftSR Ay (K ye i
excellent for growing trees, but unfortunately for the settlers, not good enough fa

growing crops for very long. Thewthwas abandonednd sat fallow for 20 or 30

years. Someforward KAy {1 Ay3a F2NBaGSNI 6F NBy Qi S 21

to restore this area to forest. Red pine mixed with jack pine was planted on the
areas closest to the river. Jack pine was planted on angi@pea to the north. My

theory is that the sloped site probably burned up in slash clearing fires, or was

cleared for firewood. It is too steep to have been cultivated.

Federal forestry staff became interested in using this site becausembitémity to

Sault Ste. Marie. Forestry Canada planted some experimental treatments here.
treatments include alternate rows of species, machjtanted jack pine and a pure
species plantation of white pine. These treatments are located on the I ‘
west/northwest side of the Whitman Dam Road. These treatments are still more  Thelocaton2 ¥ G KS { $F NDKY2y (¢ &

less intact. Part of a trail of the Ontario Federation of Snowmobile Clubs runs (general area outlined in red).
through and past the federal trial areas. The trials are not maintained. The fore: (Source of base map: Google Maps)
company is wodering what to do with some of these sites (machine planted jack

pine).

The red pine/jack pine plantations have been thinned twice. Thecpmnemercial plantation thinning

gl & FTdzyRSR 0@ (KS C2NBAaGNE Cdzi dzNB aciatthNdmwghas | Yy R
taken place since then (in the last 5 years). The forest management company, Clergue Forest
Management Inc., believes that in terms of productivity, the afforested red pine site may be better
suited to growing white spruce. Spruce hagbn to infiltrate the site naturally.

Time ticks on, and during the Ontario Living Legacy process, most of the Goulais River became part o
the Algoma Headwaters Signature Site. The area down the slope from the site described is now a
waterway provincibpark. Easy access to the park exists by foot from the edge of the red pine stand
down a trail just wide enough for a quad to drive down to the floodplain and the river. If someone

told me that | could build a cabin for myself on Crown land in SSMdDigiie start of this trail would

be my choice of location. The first time that | saw this trail, looking east across the river, the leaves
were just turning and the fog was lifting, with the red pine plantations at my back; it warms the
cocklesofaf® & G SNR& KSI NI @

¥ oA L -

If you are interested in visiting these sites, the access is easy: the plantations are location on both sides of WhitReadtzetween (or

at) kilometre one or two. Other adjacent stands are accessible from the Ranger Lake Roadsidéth®stands on the east side of

D2dzZ  Ada WAGBSNI gl a Of SINOdzi FyR GKS ¢22R ¢l a INRdzyR F2NJ §KS {1
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Species History

9 R A (Canidrits: This article is the first part of a {pant series on the history of hemlock in Ontario. In part two the ecological
history of the species will be presented.

| SYt 201 FYR (KS ¢FyyAy3a LyRdza

By Kenneth Carman Veitch

This article is an edited version@fapter 3A Y Y Sy y S K / I NBrhcgbridg® A MUISKOKA HERITAGSR!f&
published through CreateSpace, 2013) and is reprinted here with permission of the author.

A massive contribution to the economy of Bracebridge, in fact all of Muskoka, was the development of the leather tansing indu
Massive indeed, because the industry not only employed hundreds of people in their manufacturing operations but it &eyg a ste
source of income for many rural residents who laboured in the Muskoka wilderness cutting hemlock trees in order to harvest th
bark; so essential in tannery operations.

That is why the industry came here. In that era, tanneries turned cowhitleteimher through a process that involved using tannic
acid, which was derived from hemlock bark. Who knew, in those first days of harvesting the huge pines and hardwoodskaf Musko
that right under the noses of the logging companies there was a whese and valuable, industry.

¢CKS SNAGSNNRAE INIYYRFFIGKSNE Fa | @2dzy3a YIysI gla 2yS 2F (K2a!
them onto sleighs or wagons and pulled them into Bracebridge for delivery to the tannery. Sfrippémlock tree of its bark,

while it sounds awkward and difficult, was easy as long as the tree was green and the bark was removed in strips 12e® 18 inc
wide. Once a strip was started, it could be removed from the entire length of the log in minutes

It was unfortunate though that at the start the hemlock logs were just left to decay on the forest floor; after all, therwmwa

endless supply of nice clean pine for lumber. Besides, those in the lumber business learned quickly to avoid wotkéngledk if
possible because it presented a bit of a problesiivers. To handle hemlock, lumber workers had to wear gloves; otherwise, at the
end of the day they would be removing painful slivers of wood from their hands. That feature of hemloekveashanged, but

what did change was that hemlock was finally recognized for its true value. In addition to the value of its bark, afndrastde

slivers, it proved to be a very strong and resilient lumber product. The record will show that the tifnthoice when building the
Toronto subway system was hemlock, and many of the historic buildings, still standing strong and true in Muskoka towns, have
hemlock foundations and roofing. The key was to keep it away from dampness.

The first tannerytd NNA @S Ay . NI OSONARIASE | fgle&d NBFSNNBR (2 lFa (GKS ¢
extensive operations in Acton, Ontario. A document on the company history erfitididtory Of Beadmore And Company Limited

And Anglo Canadian Léwtr Companya ¢ I 1Sa GKI G adKS . SFENRY2NBaA RSOARSR (2 f
F2N¥SR LI NI 2F GKS WOftAYIE F2NBa&AGIQ® ¢ K A GéodZLowif GrewdHéréghe O2 y & A |
author notes that the Beardmores chose Bracebridge over Penetanguishene and Gravenhurst, possibly because of the afvailability
hydraulic power from the falls, and perhaps that it seemed to be a more progressive area, having achieved the stllagas a
municipality just two years before.

As was the custom then, the company asked for financial assistance from the Village, so a referendum was put to theelectorat
resulting in a $2,000.00 bonus plus aykar exemption from municipal taxes beiagproved® As a result, a large tannery was built

in 1877 on property in Monck Township on the north side of Muskoka River purchased from John Adair. It was later the site of
Canada Wood Specialties, later still of the Forgione lumber mill, and in th@l§te of a condominium project The Waterways. The
FIOG GKFG GKS GFyySNEB ¢l a odAAfld Ay a2y 0]l ¢286YAKALI RARY QO
township and expanded the Village boundaries. There is no comment othabaffected relations between Monck and

! Abbot ConwayA History of Beardmore and Company Limited and Anglo Canadian Leather C¢§SgiéPwblished, 1990).
2Robert J. BoyeA Good Town Grew HefBracebridge: Heral®Gazette Press, 1975).
% Conway, 1990
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Bracebridge but it was the right thing to do, the Village having put up the incentives and did all the work in encoueaging th
Beardmores to settle here.

As an interesting aside, in that same year of 1877, phsbimyed by the success of the Beardmore referendum, another

application for assistance was received from Jonas Bowman and David Barber who proposed to build a tannery on landnoccupied |
2013 by Northern Buildal and the now unused water storage resetv@ira A RS . ANRQ&a . NA R 3 SRBracebidgd dh o
in 1884 reported that in 1884, they were given a 4@ar exemption from taxes, information that was repeated\i®ood Town
Continue’, but there the story seems to end. Certainly, no tannery was built on the proposed site. But Redmond Thomas in
Reminiscencésmentions a Barber Tannery that was located on the northeast corner of Hiram Street and MacDonald Street, for
many years the lodan of the Newark boafender factory. In fact, at one time there were four tanneries in operation in

Bracebridge, including the Beardmore Tannery, the Angloy' I RA LY ¢ yYSNES . I NDBSNR& | yR y?2
of Monck Road and Wellitgn Street owned and operated by E. Garrett.

It was a wonderful day in this part of Muskoka when word got out that this wonderful company (the Beardmore Tannery) had
chosen Bracebridge as their home. Writers of history variously refer to the Beardraorery, the Muskoka Tannery and Muskoka
Leather Company all in the same breath but there is no doubt they were one and the same. No matter, the town and its residen
were ecstatic, and no wonder. There would be jobs for everyone. As part of thehdemdrhpany had to hire at least 12 men,

which proved to be easy because within a short period of time they had 30 employees and eventually became one of the largest
tanneries in Canada. It was so active in fact, that in order to improve access to tleeytéomthe many sleighs and wagons hauling
tanbark there, the steep hill on the easterly section of Ontario Street where it intersected with Victoria Street wasaloa#it,

and Rosemount Avenue (which quickly became known as Tan Bark Hill) wasobuiécting Quebec Street with Victoria Street and
the westerly section of Ontario Street. Both Rosemount Avenue and the westerly section of Ontario Street became pag®f Queb
Street in more recent years.

The Beardmore Tannery was a very successful operation a
in 1882, just 5 years after staup, perhaps to take advantage
of an offer too good to refuse, the tannery was sold to Charl )
W. Tillson. One report states that it was when Tillson took
over thatit became known as the Muskoka Leather Compa
or Muskoka Tannery. However, the writer can remember
seeing a large picture in the Town Office files of a tannery
operation with the caption Tillson Tannery. Nevertheless, it
RARY QU aidl & dnibedause MrETillSoRdiel i@
1890 and the Beardmores were once again in the tannery
business in Bracebridge.

There was a number of interesting situations that occurred &=
during the Beardmore experience in Bracebridge. In 1B&0
company made a pitch to the town to have a railway siding
extended to their property. A survey was drawn up for it to
travel from Manitoba Street along Wharf Road and Dill Stree
across Wellington Street to their tannery.

X ™ S
S

The AngleCanadian Leather Company washuge contributor
to the Bracebridge economySource: Kenneth Carman Veitch Collection.

Following a discussionitlu reeves of the adjoining townships another plan came into being, that the siding already serving the J. D.
Shier Lumber mill be extended across the river on a swing bridge which would have been located near the location ohtjtertWelli
Street bridge 62013. Both plans were abandoned for financial reasons, fortunately, considering that just 12 years later in 1922, the
Beardmores pulled up stakes and moved their operations back to Acton.

Things had changed in the tanning business. New chemidchlsdem developed that served the same purpose as hemlock bark and
GKS ySSR G2 o06S O0ft2aS (2 (GKIFIG NBa2dz2NOS o6SOFYS fSaa AYLR2NII )
forests had become exhausted to the extent that there was ditfijdn meeting the needs of the two huge tanneries that had made
Bracebridge the tannery capital of Canada

*G.H.0. Thomagracebridge in 188@racebridge: Bracebridge Gazette, 1934).
®125th Anniversary Committed, Good Town ContinuéBracebridge: Town of Bracebridge, 1999).
® Redmond Thomafeminiscence®Bracebridge: Heraldsazette Press, 1969).
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Some residents were not unhappy about the plant closing down. A number complained to town council that the water i the rive
GXR26Yy LI R¥2MRBS¢l YV ANE A& KFENRf& FTAG F2NJ F R23I¢ Ridebayttmt |
time when new rules were drawn up regulating the hours, incredible as it might seem, to control when swimming was allowed and
including a profbition against swimming in the nude. There is no comment about increased sales of bathing suits as a result of tha
council action. Some no doubt would have missed the bridge provided each winter by the tannery when they attached teeir scow
end to end aross the Muskoka River that allowed the residents to access the other side instead of having to make the long walk int
26y 6KSNB (KSe g2df R ONRaa .ANRQa . NAR3ISO

While there were four tanneries in Bracebridge at one point, there were two major on§s,th SI NRY2NB ¢ Yy SNE ¢
tannery) andthe Angkd | Y RALFY ¢l yYSNE O0GKS aySéé GFYyySNROO® I f 0 K2dAaK
sharing logging camps, helping the community in many ways and joining forces when there was geed.ekample of that, at

least amongst the employees, was in 1916 when an attempt was made to bring 10 Austrian prisoners of war into Bracebridge to
work at Muskoka Leather Company. In a demonstration of intense patriotic fervour, the employees dairbwhids refused to

g2N)] o0SaARS (GKSaS SySyasSa 2F /IYyIRI FYR Fty GAYRAIYFGAZ2YE
residents of the area agreed with the employees and, mysteriously, in the late night hours following the meletinge @ahat had

been prepared to house the prisoners burned to the ground.

A.W. Beardmore had sent a letter that was read at the meeting suggesting that if the company plan to employ these praoners w
opposed then he would close the plant, making evender if the negative reaction to it played a part in the Beardmores leaving
Bracebridge just 6 years later. The prisoners arrived by train and were delivered to the tannery office where they viramet
FYy3aINE Y200 Ly &L ( Singlekter,ahlIannenSmansBeY; PeXsB A Smith, Hedligied to Save the prisoners
taken to their Acton operation and, as a result, Police Chief McConnell escorted them to the train station. The angeanhob, ¢
displaying their determined stand, followdkdem and remained standing in the rain for hours until the prisoners were on the train;
no doubt cheering as they watched the steam engine chug out of town.

It was in 1890 that a local newspaper reported that David W. Alexander negotiated with thedasemate what became known as
the new tannery. The town agreed, again based on a referendum to the people, to give them a $2,000.00 bonus, and an even
greater economic life came to Bracebridge in the form of the A@glnadian Leather Company. BarlyDays in MuskoKt is

stated that the same approach was made to the council of Huntsville in 1891.

To the people of Bracebridge, who already had the Beardmore Tannery operating very successfully since 1877, the news of anoth
huge tannery operation on the horizon was especially exciting. The land they chose was on the south side of the Musk®aa Rive
the J. D. Shier Lumber Mill in Macaulay Township; at that time not part of the newly, and proudly, formed TOWN municipality o

N} OSO6NARISE o6dzi y2 YI GiGSNWD 'y hOG20SNI mydn ySgaLl S NI NBL
town. A private bill of the Legislative Assembly would be required for the annexation and the Council set aside furgds for th
purpose, also offering $150.00 to the Township of Macaulay if the Council there would assist in having the act passectiofhis
gl a G2 0502YS 2PNR L+ 2F (KS 26y oé

As in the case of the Beardmore Tannery setting up in a corner of Monck Township, the Town of Bracebridge brought the area in
its jurisdiction. It included the property that became the home of the Ai@gloadian Leather Company as well as several homes
FYR GKS O2YYSNDAIf 2LISNIGA2ya 2F GKS Wod 5 { KASNI f dzyo SNJ Y

As noted in the newspaper report, the annexed area was designated for electoral purposes Ward 4 ofitlipalityngiving birth

G2 I KSNAGFIS 200Faraz2ylftfe KSINR (G2 GKAA RI& 6KSYy NBFESABDY(
some of the residents in that area got the impression that they were considered second diass-clame-lately citizens of the

G26y> (GKS&@ ySSRyQl KI@S 0SSy O2yOSNYySR 0SOlIdzaS FNRY UGkl G 2
who worked hard to make sure Bracebridge continued to be a thriving business community.

As onemight expect, writers of the day referred to the new tannery by a variety of nafasly Days in Muskok&s& ¢ | G S& @ K| (

tannery was established in Huntsville in 1891 by the Shaw Cassels and Company owned and operated by@amédigio Leather
Comp y & d¥History @f Beardmore And Company Limited And Anglo Canadian Leather Company,Ltieieaper spelling of

" Mukoka Heraldg0 Years Ago and Todé&racebridge: Muskoka Herald, June 30, 1927).
8 George W. BoyeEarly Days in MuskokB8racebridge: HeralGazette Press 1970).
o Bracebridge HeralGazette, 100 Years Ag(Bracebridge: Bracebridge HeraBhzette, Octobr 31, 1990).
10
Boyer, 1970.
 Conway, 1990.
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began tosing the smaller tanneries, until by 1905, when the Anglo Canadian Leather Co. Limited was formed , tanning had been
O2yaz2f ARIFGSR Ayid2 Gg2 tI NBS G yy SNIASEod Foivn GrawWIHE S i6 stdeRtBabin | Y R |
1905t a! y3t2 /I yFRAFY [SFEGKSNI/2YLlye gla GKS ySg yrFYS F2N

So who cares. The result is still the same. The brothers C.O. Shaw and W.S. Shaw were movers and shakers in thisagpdustry.
were first class entregmeurs and had a vision for the future few could ever possibly posseBawer From Watét it is stated

that W.S. (William Sutherland) Shaw from Boyne Michigan managed both Bracebridge and Huntsville operations but Huertsville lat
came under the manageent of C.O. Shaw. What a find the Shaw brothers were for Muskoka! C.O. Shaw was the creator of the
Anglo Canadian Band, (according to hews reports of the day it was originally called th€Angthan Italian Band), and builder of

the fabulous and renened Bigwin Inn resort on Lake of Bays.

With his brother running the Huntsville operation, W. S. Shaw assumed management of the Bracebridge tannery. He also had a
RSOUSNY¥AYSR SYUGUNBLINBY SdzNRA I £ 7T ftakelldig befgi®khe Gk ititduBey 2 F G KS ¥ dzdl dzNB

The town council had already been active in trying to develop a generating station to produce electricity primarily to power
streetlights; they had even entered into an agreement with a company to do so after amefen to authorize such a move was
approved by the ratepayers in 1889. They were way ahead of their time. But nothing happened and legal action was tedten agai
the company for nosperformance. They got nowhere with that, however, and as they werechaay for an alternative, to their

delight W.S. Shaw stepped forward in 1891 and advised that his tannery plan included a generating station. Shaw wa®a man wh
got things done. His generating station was completed in 1892 and electrically poweredtighiteetppeared on town streets that

same year, the town having partnered with Shaw to make that happen.

The town was still determined to create their own generating station though so more meetings and referendums were héfdjresult
in approval to proceed. They acquired the land at the foot of Bracebridge Falls from Alfred Hunt, in spite of opposéa&sedxyy
Samuel Armstrong, Henry J. Bird and Singleton Brpathrespected businessmen. As a result, a secondary plan was put forward to
purchase the generating station of Shaw and in October 1894 Bracebridge became the first municipality in Canadatb ow
operate a watetpowered electricity generating system.

The Anglo Canadian Leather Company, by whatever name, was an enormous boost to the Bracebridge economy, especially
considering it was in addition to that provided by the Beardmore Tanndrgselwere great years in Bracebridge. No doubt, they
damaged the water quality of our rivers, but in fairness, they did not know the effect their discharges would have onliggjuatic
The same could be said of the logging companies that came to Muskti@mid1850s and decimated the landscape thinking the
forests here would last forever, not realizing that in a mere 40 or 50 years there would be little standing timber lpftda skie
industry. It took more than 100 years for the forests to rebéarthe original that stood here, and while forestry still exists as a
viable industry in Muskoka, it is now done in a sustainable fashion ensuring that it will last as a viable busines#halbeiher
volume that existed in those early days.

As god as the tannery business was in Muskoka it was not without its problems. There was often difficulty getting tanbark out of
the bush some winters due to mild weather conditions; heavy frost was necessary to firm up the draw roads. In 1906 the two
tanneries had 20,000 cords of tanbark in the bush that could not be accessed; the lakes did not freeze over until late Janeiary. Onc
out of the bush, the huge loads of bark then had to be delivered to Bracebridge over rough roads and steep hills on biedd unti
navigation season when they could be delivered by scows. Even that had its problems because the Muskoka River oftgedvas clog
with logs being floated downstream to the mills.

Availability of workers was another problem, to the extent that importeatkers were recruited from Italy (why Italy is not

explained) and when one labour dispute caused 40 to leave for home others were brought in from Poland. There were strikes in
1908 and 1916 for higher wages, lockouts, constant appeals for freezes onpabagsessments and accidents, some fatal. Bert
Bailey died in 1915, James Prentiss in 1923, and injuries were commonplace.

The Beardmore Tannery operation was closed in 1922. The Anglo Canadian Tannery was shut down for an indefinite pgriod, but
1927 it again was at capacity, employing 100 men processing 500 hides per day. The company buoyantly predicted thatithey woul
be employing 225 eventually and capable of handling 2500 hides per day. In 1930 however, calamity struck. The matket for le
was mostly in the United States and in a vicious protectionist move, legislation was enacted there raising the tarifinCana

2Boyer, 1975
*Robert J. BoyeRower from Wate(Bracebridge: Muskoka Publications Press, 1994).
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leather from 27% to 50%. As a result, the Bracebridge operation was closed, or at least reduced to almost nothing, and the
Huntsville operation struggled on through the great depression. The Board of Directors was prepared to declare banktuptcy, b
financially astute C.W. Conway and chemist F.R. Mosbaugh were given control of the company and kepg Bugdhregwriting

was on the wall.

The last use of hemlock bark was in 1942, and since hides continued to be processed until 1960, presumably the South American
chemical product quebracho replaced it. Canada Packers bought both properties in 1953, kept processfog higkss's in

Huntsville, and used the Bracebridge buildings that had been unused for over 20 years, to raise poultry. A tragiG8rkilled 9

4000 chickens and 3000 turkeys and the buildings were demolished in 1977.

In A History Of Beardmore Atzbmpany Limited And Anglo Canadian Leather Company Lifeitedh i A& &adl 6 SR & X
020K . SFENRY2NB FyR !'y3af2 ¢gSNB 2LISNIGAYy3I Ay . NI OSONARIASTI ik
centre of sole leather tanning intheBii A & K 9 Y LJA NB ® ¢ 2KAES GKS NBIRe QOFAfFOATA
GFyySNaASa (G2 02YS (2 adzal121lZ Fy2G0KSNJ NBlaz2zy SELINBaaSRreS!
of the Muskoka River. The Beardmoralainglo Canadian companies were merged in 1964, both by that time apparently through
with making leather.
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People

Carl E. Atwood and the Forest Insect Laboratory at Sault Ste.

Marie
By Gordon MHowse and Harold L. Atwood

Carl Atwood was the first Officén-Charge of the Forest Insect Laboratory at Sault Ste. Marie. In th&9das he was heavily

involved in planning this new institution, which opened in 1945. Rapid expansion of its pdraadn@ograms occurred during the
next decade, but the founding Officer-Charge was no longer directing this activity: he had unexpectedly resigned in 1945, leaving
a promising senior administrative position, and the new facility he had helped cregt@ntthe University of Toronto as a junior
faculty member in the Department of Zoology. Yet in this academic position, he contributed substantially to the Forest Insec
Laboratory by training graduate students who became a major component of its icipetisonnel. An explanation of these
apparently paradoxical circumstances can be found by examining the influences that shaped his career.

Il A& SFENXe& tAFS gla y204 2yS GKIG ¢2dd R y2N¥YEFfte& fSIiR1986 G KS1
in Clyde River, Nova Scotia, a sparsely populated rural community, and lived with his family on an isolated subsistemsrda

money was scarce and knowing how to do things independently was the condition of existence. He took part in cuttingntimber o
the family's forested land, which brought in a meagre income, and in the process acquired extraordinary skills axesesafvs,

and other rural implements, and in building construction. Through fishing and hunting, which provided essential foodylaod in

he excelled, he developed interests in natural history, a pursuit strongly encouraged by his mother, a éaher.t Although the

family was poor, its members valued books and reading very highly.

His initial career goal was to become an elementary school teacher. After graduating from Grade 11, he taught for thiaehigar
local community, then entereblormal School in Truro to become properly qualified. Hisaslfiired expertise in natural history,
coupled with his broad general knowledge, attracted the attention of the science instructor, who recommended him for a
scholarship at Acadia Universitile also obtained summer employment in the Annapolis Valley conducting fieldwork on the solitary
bees that pollinate the apple crop. He saved money by setting up a tent for summer residence and by owning few posshisions.
summer work lasted several ges while he continued his education, first on a scholarship at Macdonald College of McGill University,
where he graduated with a B.Sc.A. degree in 1931, and then on another scholarship at the University of Toronto, where he bega
graduate studies in entoniogy, earning an M.Sc. in 1933. He elected to continue graduate work at Toronto under the supervision
of the distinguished entomologist, Professor E.M. Walker, and finished his Ph.D. degree in 1937. During this peribtiptes par
summer work moved té-redericton, New Brunswick, where he was a summer research assistant in forest entomology to Dr. R.E.
OWwS3IQ0 . IfOK Ay (GKS /I YlFIRI 5SLINIGYSYyG 2F ! ANRKROdz (0 deiS d |
museums and beingsed for taxonomic research. His relationship with Dr. Balch was cordial and close, and undoubtedly, this
helped him to obtain a permanent position as a forest entomologist in the Canada Department of Agriculture.

His fultime employment began in 1937 with a move to Ottawa, coupled
with a summer assignment directing research work and forest insect sury
at the small Field Station in Laniel, Quebec. The first summerdahian
family lived in a tent near the Field Station. Initially, with the aid of local
workers, he constructed a laboratory building and insectary from logs cut|
nearby. His superiority in woodcraft and tool use earned him the respect|
the locals, whog@S KAY G(GKS &20NAIljdzSd wI 3
LI NB GAYS:E KS |faz2 O2yadNdHzOGSR
accommodation about a mile down the lake, and added more buildings, &
vegetable gardens, as time permitted. Fuelod, and fish andame, were
obtained in offhours. The combination of fieldwork on insects, and living
independent life style, was one that matched his early training and which
found congenial. He traveled extensively over bad roads and in forested
areas to conducsurveys around Laniel and in northeastern Ontario. Carl Atwood onthe ToulnustoukRiver, Quebec:
Winters in Ottawa were spent analyzing results, writing reports, and Summer consultancy, 1954.
planning future operations.
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Interestingly, he left a lasting impression on the Laniel community, and
Aad O2yaARSNBR (2 06S I aA3ayAFAOl yi
was officially recognized in the summer of 2013 in a ceremony that
opened a permanent display of histcal murals, one of which depicts

the Forest Insect Field Station, the site of which is now in the hands of
private owners.

In the mid1940s plans were underway in Ottawa for the Forest Insect
Laboratory at Sault Ste. Marie. This plan was-apavatve
arrangement between the Forest Biology Division of the Canadian
Department of Agriculture and the Department of Lands and Forests
of Ontario. The agreement called for the latter to construct the
laboratory, and for the former to equip, staff, and opé it, and to
Laboratory log building athe Laniel Field Station, 1940s. conduct more effective forest insect surveys and entomological
Qonstructed by Carl Atwood and local assants. research in Northern Ontario.

The choice of Sault Ste. Marie was apparently based upon severaktaztoentral location in Northern Ontario; access to regions of
Northern Ontario, including the Algoma Region, that were threatened by damaging spruce budworm outbreaks in the 1940s;
presence of the Provincial Air Service, which could be used for tramdiportand surveys; availability of rail, boat, and road routes
to different parts of Northern Ontario. Carl Atwood was selected as the first Offie@harge of the unbuilt facility in 1943 and was
promptly drawn into the planning process and the compiegotiations between the Provincial and Federal departments, as his
surviving journals reveal. The two principals in these negotiations were J.A. Brodie, Chief of Timber Management, Ontario
Department of Lands and Forests, and J.J. deGryse, Chief sf FFsect Investigations, Canada Department of Agriculture. Carl
Atwood was engaged in numerous meetings, especially in 1944, with these officials in particular, and with architectsandraton
equipment suppliers in New York. In the spring of 18#and his family moved to Sault Ste. Marie where he designed and
supervised the construction of an insectary and field station at Point aux Pins, on the outskirts of the city. He wed assigil
nucleus of survey and research staff, and was provided
with temporary office space by the Provincial Air Servic
while planning for the main laboratory was completed.

Construction of this laboratory, at the corner of Queen - SRS - 2=

and Church Streets, occupied much of 1945. But beforfs : — =
the new laboratory was put to operation, he resigned o 2 .
to join the Department of Zoology, University of Torontog#

Prebble, who was transferred from Victoria, BC, to
becone the second Officein-Charge of the insect lab;
and it was under his very effective direction that the
subsequent large expansion of personnel and programs C2NBad LyasSoOu [Fo2NIG2NBZ {df d {
proceeded.

The reasons for the departure of Carl Atwood to academia can be traced to his ptesagence for field work and research, where

his early training could be used to best advantage; his early affinity for teaching; his rapidly developing attachmeoatsé¢hef
conservation; and his realization that as OffiaeCharge of an expandirinstitute, he would be increasingly bound to an office job
for which he felt less suited. He was presciently aware that, in accordance with the Peter Principle, he was at nigk of bei
GLINRY2GSR (2 KA& fS@St 2F A yTOanwlLAs wobly la&imdre independ@néefarid baiable th 6 &
make contributions more in keeping with his inclinations and abilities. As his daughter, writer Margaret Atwood, has phia¥ed & a
father did what he did because it allows him to dowhatheddes. 6 ¢! ySIF NI KAYy 3 {dzZA(0Sé¢3X mMpyoO ®

€

In Toronto, he taught forest entomology to undergraduate forestry students; contributed to biology teaching for arts s scie
undergraduates; and supervised and advised a large number of graduate students. An impaitante was that many of his
trainees became scientific staff at the Forest Insect Laboratory (now the Great Lakes Forestry Centre) in Sault SthdViarie.
following thirteen students (including year of graduation and degree) were employees in the, 1980s, and 1960s: Bill
Wellington, 1947, Ph.D.; Robert (Bob) Blais, 1950, Ph.D.; Richard (Dick) Belyea, 1951, Ph.D.; James (Jim) Fettes Cd&ih, Ph.D.
(Cal) Sullivan, 1951, M.S.A.; Arthur (Art) Rose, 1952, M.A.; Calvin (Cal) Kirby, 1952 MAS(Res) Lyons, 1953, M.S.A.; George W.
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Green,1953; M.A.; Kenneth (Ken) Griffiths, 1953, M.A.; Arthur (Art) Ghent, 1954, M.A.; Philip (Phil) Pointing, 195 dPR AL
Syme, 1962, Ph.D. Several of these people eventually moved to academic gositistly in Canada. Three former students were
employees of the Fredericton insect laboratory: Charles Miller, 1949, M.A.; Don Cameron, 1950, M.A.; and Reginald (Reg)
Underwood, 1951, M.A. One worked at the Calgary laboratory: Ronald (Ron) Starkyli®5BItogether, these alumni made
major contributions to the Forest Insect Laboratory in Sault Ste. Marie, and beyond that, to the Canadian Forest Setwice, and
higher education, throughout Canada.

Professor Atwood trained another 16 graduate studgrsome of whom took positions in universities and other institutions: Tom
Freeman, 1946, Ph.D.; Sarah Morton, 1948, M.A.; Vidar Nordin, 1951, Ph.D.; Ken Turner, 1951, M.Sc.F.; William BalBWwib,;1952,
Charles Steward, 1955, M.A. and 1959, Ph.D.; d&ed, 1957, Ph.D.; John M. Anderson, 1958, Ph.D.; Don Wood, 1959, M.A.; Gerd
Knerer, 1962, M.A. and 1965, Ph.D.; Peter Moens, 1961, M.A.; Uno Paim, 1962, Ph.D.; Judith Mcgonigal, 1963, M.A.; Ken Fisher,
1967, M.Sc.; Earl Hartwick, 1968, Ph.D.; and WRBHer, 1970, Ph.D. Of these students, Gerd Knerer, an immigrant to Canada
from Austria, became most closely associated in research with Carl Atwood, and became his successor in the Department of
Zoology, teaching and conducting research in entomology.

5N ! 1g22RQa Y2ad AYLRNIIFIYG O2yiNRodziAzya (G2 F2NBad LINERGSC
establishment of the Forest Insect Laboratory at Sault Ste. Marie and the training of forest entomologists who becarfie sténti
members there. His contributions to education and fieldwork have had more impact than his scientific publications.
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several insecgroups (especially solitary bees and sawflies) to embryology of sawflies, and sensory reception in mosquitoes. Many
of the research projects were initiated by his graduate students rather than imposed from above, and independent work was
encouraged. Amay the resulting research publications, work on sawflies with O. Peck and Gerd Knerer, and on mosquitoes with
Charles Steward are cited prominently in the scientific literature; several representative references are included here.

In addition toteaching and research at the University of Toronto, he contributed time and expertise to organizations and
foundations devoted to conservation, land protection, and science education, including the Quetico Foundation, the Sierra Clu
Toronto Anglers anduihters, and the Royal Canadian Institute. He retained the ability to move smoothly between the world of
lumber camps and bush pilots, and the realm of black ties and boardrooms. He could not have foreseen that he would also make
unwitting contributionto Canadian literature. In the poetry and fiction of his daughter, Margaret Atwood, he frequently appears
thinly disguised, and will remain there while literature lasts.

Selected Publications by Carl E. Atwood
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of Researcl21d(5): 109144.
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Canadian Entomologi§4: 12281231.
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Bill Hutchinson and His Land
By Sherry Hambly

capacity was helping out with the display. | was imragady intrigued by Bill
because he had brought along a board demonstrating over 40 different tree spec
that grew locally, most of which came from his own bush. | was also intrigued
because Bill is over 80 years of &3 to be exact, but he looks dracts much

& 2 dzy IS N ¢CKS 20KSNJ a20AS8S0& YSYOSNE
that | should visit his farm to see his plantations and woodlot. So | arranged with
to organize a visit to his property later in the summer.

. X

iy

Bill Hutchinson standing beside one of
the black walnut trees planted in 1970.

~33~



On a lovely warm day in July | drove up to his place and
spent an enjoyable few hours walking his plantations
and woodlot and learning how he came to establish the
plantations. Billvas born and raised not too far from his
farm. In his early days he worked at a sawmill for a bit in
Orillia. In 1969 he bought a f&re farm, which he cash
cropped until 1988, growing wheat and barley.

While at a hunt camp, Bill heard that black walmwould
produce valuable logs after 25 years. So Bill set out to
establish a black walnut plantation. In 1970, through the
Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources (OMNR), Bill
obtained 2000 walnut seedlings, along with red pine
seedlings and planted alteate rows of each on 4 acres
of his land. The walnut eventually killed the red pine
seedlings. Bill told me that wood from the stumps of
walnut larger than 2 feet (60 cm) in diameter are used
- — . for making gun. Bill planted the walnut on a stony
RO R S J uplandsite2 Y KA& (YR 0801 dS KS
the stones out of this piece of land.

In 1988 Bill decided to convert his farmland to plantations and engaged the OMNR to help him, through the Woodlands
Improvement Act (WIA) program, which celebrated it 2Bniversary in 1991Your Forests199J). A forester from OMNR made a
site visit and advised Bill to plant white pine and white spruce. Bill bought the trees from OMNR, and OMNR, in tuchth@amte
in 1988 and 1989. The provisions of a WIA agreersité that the landowner must keep the plantation for a minimum of 15
years. Bill has also planted a few hickory trees over the years.

Bill has been nurturing his plantations for 25 yeaosv. He delimbs and cleans out the
dead material by himself, regularly, throughout the year. There is some evidence of
white pine blister rust and weevil damage, but for the most part the trees look very
healthy, and are well on their way to producingexcellent product in the future.

2S +ftaz2 sFrt1SR .AffQa
woodlot, which is
comprised of a mixture of
species including hard
maple, beech, poplar, ash,
white spruce and hickory.
Although his land is on a

The white pine plantations are pruned bit of a dome, there is

and cleaned regularly. ground water near the

surfae, which makes the woodlot area damp, especially in the spring.
Bill knows individual trees, and cares for them with an eye to
producing fine logs in the future. Bill also told me secrets that his
g22Rf 20 K2fRaxz GKIG L 62y Qi RA@dzZ ISH

| found it uplifting to visit Bill and to walk his land with him. He has a
wonderful knowledge of the trees thagrow on his land and a
dedication to managing them in a sustainable manner. Bill is a proud
owner, and justly so. His woodlot and plantations are excellent
examples of private land forestry and how forests can be established
through assistance programach as the Woodlot Improvement Act.

Aerialviewof Bi f | dzi OKA &2y Qa LI Fydl dA
pine; Wb = black walnut; Sw = white spruce; MW = mixed wood.
Base Phot from Google Maps.
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